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{ — LETTERS — 


Texas City, Texas 
April 11, 1956 
Dear Editor: 


In response to your question “Do our readers 
agree with this observation” concerning ‘“Bu- 
reaucracy: in the Southern Presbyterian Church I 
submit the following: ; 


The General Assembly minutes of 1949 (the year 
prior to Teorganization” of Assembly Agencies) 
show 2,663 ministere-in-our ‘Church. Last year’s 
Minutes ( 
is a gain of 533 ministers. In the statistical sum- 
maries of each year indicating the type employment 
of ministers (15 possible categories) 1949 shows 
1,619 ministers employed as pastors and last year’s 
(1954 figures) shows 2,139. This represents an 
increase of 520 ministers serving the Church as 
pastors. A comparison of 1949 and 1955 Minutes 
shows in the former 736 churches without any 
pastoral ministry while in the latter only 547. The 
number of churches increased 244 in these years. 


These same official tables show a gain of 16 
‘ministers in the category of Secretary and a gain 
of 13 in the category of Presbytery Executive Sec- 
retary in these six years. Also shown is a gain of 


29 in the category of Foreign Missionary and 19 


as Chaplains. 


I am convinced that a net gain of 533 ministers 
in the six years with a gain of 520 in the pastoral 
ministry does not indicate any trend of pastors 
into ‘“‘Secretarial splendor’. Also the presence of 
46 laymen and women in the 1955 listed Assembly 
Board positions speaks well of the use of qualified 
lay people by the Church in “Secretarial capaci- 
ties.”’ 

Sincerely, 

Dave Currie 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Texas City, Texas 


Sir: 


It may be out of order to send you the attached 
memorandum, but so many people, mostly éhurth 
officers, have talked about the change in recent 
months (years) of sermons from what they for- 
merly were, that I thought maybe you or some of 
your writers might develop an article for the 
Journal that would cause both ministers and laymen 
alike to consider the importance of a “‘return’”’ to 
more éffective preaching, and a closer relationship 
between the minister and the Session. 


I would not want my name connected with this 
as I think I have no ambition for publicity, but it’s 
something that I think many ministers need to have 
their minds refreshed on. 
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4 figures) show 3,196 ministers which . 


MODERN verus OLD SERMONS 


It is a well established fact that a good sermon 
depends upon two elements, one being the practical 
reasoning and delivery of the minister, and, the 
other being its appeal to the mind and heart of the 
listening congregation. That the mind of many 
ministers, and the mind of most laymen do not 
meet as often and as consistently as they should is 
not news to anyone. 


The minister’s mind, too often, is steeped in 
depths of theology far beyond the practical com- 
prehension of the people in the pews. On the other 
hand, the minds of the people in the pews are 
steeped in every day considerations .of their vo- 
cations in which they serve each other and provide 
for their families and those associated with them 
in their several business operations. 


Apparently our modern sermons, while no doubt 
based upon the scriptures as the individual minister 
chooses to interpret them, are delivered in con- 
formity to the way they were taught in the Semi- 
naries. However, too many ministers overlook the 


fact that the people to whom they are directed _ 
_ have not had this Seminary line of thought, and 


unless. the minister can blend enough practical 
content in with his theology to inspire the listeners, 
then it adds credence to the appraisal that what 
the congregtion gets is more of an oration than an 
inspirational sermon. 


In times past ministers would often discuss with 
the Session from time to time, some of the aspects 
of a particular sermon or a series of sermons they 
planned to develop and deliver to their congrega- 
tions. This had an excellent effect in more ways 
than one. So far as the lay mind was concerned, 


it revealed the thinking of the minister as well as 


that of the laymen. Oftentimes differences in the 
thinking could and were reconciled to the benefit 
of both the minister and his Session without an- 
tagonism. Actually, the minister and his Session 
were drawn closer together in understanding with 
or Nii that either was trying to dictate to the 
other. 


It’s different nowadays in many churches. Rare- 
ly ever do.ministers engage in a friendly discussion 
of sermons with the Session. Too many sermons 
have impressed (not inspired) the congregation 
with the evident feeling that the sermons are of 
the “‘canned”’ variety and are following some line 
of form- thinking imported from some source alien 
to what our Southern Presbyterian Church needs. 
In addition to the too often impractical aspects of 
such sermons, too many ministers fail to reach 
the minds and hearts of the listeners because of 
the unnatural tone of voice employed. Most laymen 
like to understand, not just to hear an oration. 


- Dr. Stitt‘s style of preaching over the radio is what 


appeals to listeners. He talks as if what he says 
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+ js an individual message to cach listener, no frills 
of oratory, and his voice does not imply any su- 
periority in theology. He makes his points briefly 
and so plain that a child can understand and. re- 
ceive benefit from what he says. 


Finally, the balance of authority between the 
Minister and the Session would be achieved, as out- 
lined in the Book of Church Order, if each ‘element 


(BG 9 > 9 

<)- 
(clergy and lay) could be drawn closer together 
in ALL matters, controversies overcome, and a 
true spirit of unity might once more prevail. Too 
many laymen may be justified in believing that too 
many ministers are ‘‘captives”, receptive to push- 


button influence and dictation from sources outside 
the confines of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


An Elder 


Anchored --- Adrift 


By L. NELSON BELL 


Protestants rightly look with suspicion on 
authoritarianism in any form. At the same time, 
they should view with like suspicion an icono- 
clastic approach to spiritual truth. — 


It is obvious that there must be some norm, 
some basis, on which Christian faith must rest 
and the determination of that basis is of the 
greatest importance. 


Because of the place which the Bible holds 
in the Christian faith there has been an un- 
_ ending debate as to what the Christian’ s attitude 
_ should be to the Book. 


Any who have recently studied in college, 
university or seminary know how very relevant 
this question is. In some quarters the Bible 
is considered merely a human document. In 
others it is accorded a higher status, revelation 
being admitted but at the same time the human 
element in the agents who wrote and compiled 
the writings being emphasized to the point 
where error, even wilful distortion, is assumed. 
To others the Bible is truly the Word of God 
in all of its entirety. 


How shall the young Christian approach this 
dilemma? How shall he reconcile these differ- 
ences in attitude to the Scriptures?. Can they 
be reconciled? 


Let us state categorically that we are not 
here discussing who is a Christian; or what makes 
. a Christian. We believe that any person who 
truly believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and that He died for our sins is a Christian. 
The clear statement of Paul to the Romans is 
all sufficient: “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth. the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 


Z 


in thine heart that God hath raised him from 


dead, thou shalt be saved.’ 


But, we all know in our own personal experi- 
ence, and have seen in the lives of others, that 
there are a great many Christians, ordained and 
otherwise, who have no convincing message, no 
apparent power with either God or man. When 
confronted by a sinner and his need of a Savior 
-there is lacking the spiritual wisdom and power 
needed to bring that seeking one to Christ. When 
confronted with a congregation of spiritually 
starved and ignorant people these people still 
go away hungry. 


There are many -reasons for such lack of 
spiritual power: unconfessed sin; failure to 
pray; trust in self rather than in the Holy 
Spirit; ignorance of the techniques of personal 
work; etc., etc. Also, we believe, failure to be- 
lieve God’s Word and a failure to use it as the 
Sword of the Spirit. 


It is about the latter that we would write. 
We have held this article in abeyance for 
weeks because we are so anxious to write only 
that which will stand the test of God’s clear 
scrutiny. We write with a compelling urge be- 
cause we believe this to be one of the gravest 
problems in Christian circles. We are writing 
of but one thing—spiritual power and its rela- 
tionship to faith in God’s Holy Word. 


Only too often we confuse organizational 
ability, eloquence, scholarship, an attractive 
and impelling personality, technical know-how, 
and many other desirable qualities and accom- 
plishments with something entirely separate 
from and unrelated—the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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It is our observation that there is an inescap- 
able relationship between what a man believes 


about the Bible and spiritual power in his 


work for God. We may earnestly try to camou- 
.flage our loss, but it is there, and, deep down 
in our hearts we know it, just as Samson’s phys- 
ical strength was gone when his head was shorn. 
Is there not' something vital missing when the 
authorship of the Holy Spirit is questioned or 
denied as we take up God’s Word? Is there 
not an inescapable link between a simple faith 
in the Scriptures and the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian? 


Here is the problem: Is the Bible the Word 
of God or does it merely contain the Word of 
God? Is the Bible completely reliable and au- 
thoritative, or must it be read and accepted with 
reservations? 


To a layman the answer is so simple one 
wonders why so many become confused. Jf the 
Bible contains God's revelation, mixed along 
with many inaccuracies, deliberate frauds, ig- 
norant statements, pre-dated history palmed off 
as prophecies, and thought-forms which really 
mean just the opposite of what they affirm, then 
who will sort out the true from the false? Of 
course the answer will be that this must be left 
to the scholars; that we must accept their con- 
clusions. 


If such is the case then we are reduced to an 
amazing situation, - no longer are we to accept 
the Word of God for what it claims to be, God’s 
holy and inspired revelation, but, we turn for 
comfort and instruction to men; to men who 
are constantly disagreeing among themselves as 
to facts and meanings; to men whose conclusions 
and affirmations of yesterday are discarded to- 
day for a new set of conclusions and affirmations. 


Or, we may decide that we ourselves will read 
the Bible and accept that which seems reason- 
able to us and question or reject the rest. 


In either case we find ourselves adrift, sub- 
ject to the changing whims and conclusions of 
men, rather than anchored in the assurance that 
God has given us a fully inspired and authori- 
tative revelation of Himself and His dealings 
with and plans for His creation. 


Anchored or Adrift? = that is the question. 
Anchored or Adrift? - that is our problem. 


This does not mean that we can explain all 
that we find in the Bible. It does not mean 
that there are not apparent discrepancies. It 
does not mean that at times we are not confused 
by some minor parts. Nor does it mean that 


all of the Bible is of equal relevance for us, al- — 


though equally true. “ 


Is it reasonable .to think that God would 
have given us a revelation, such as the Holy 
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Scriptures, all parts of which would have been 
equally clear to_ finite minds? For His Own 


divine purposes, and for our own good, He ‘has | 
hidden many, truths that we might, through © 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, search the Scriptures — 
for their meaning. It was the Holy Spirit Who — 


took Moses and the prophets and the Psalms 


and made clear to the early disciples and apos- 
tles their hidden references to Christ. 


Again, is it reasonable to ask ourselves whether 
God would have given us a Book consisting of 
multiplied errors, frauds, ignorance and spuri- 
ous prophecies, along with divine truth? If such 
had been the case surely our Lord would have 
called the attention of His disciples to these 


errors. Instead, all through His earthly ministry 


there was constant reference to and affirmation 


of the Old Testament record as being complete- 


ly trustworthy and authoritative. 


Does this mean that scholarly research should 
be discredited? Or, that we should decry a 
reverent and critical study of the Bible? Far 
from it. Such research and reverent study is 


both desirable and necessary. But, it is incum- | 
bent on every Christian to pray that he may dis- | 


tinguish between rationalistic and destructive 
criticism on the one hand, and that which is 
reverent and factual on the other. 


Is this a plea for a theory that only certain 
words are inspired and that any deviation from 
these words and -phrases is a deviation from 
faith in the fully inspired Scriptures? It is not. 


A thought may be expressed in many ways, us- — 
many different words. Where the transla- 


tions are a faithful rendering of the original 
manuscripts, or those we now have, they can 


be considered truly the Word of God, whether ; 


in German, Chinese, French, English, or any 
other. language. 


But, this is a plea for the doctrine of full, 
or plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. 
revealing that those who most vehemently in- 
veigh against “verbal’’ inspiration are not pri- 
marily concerned with words but with doctrines 


which words convey. 


) Presbyterians are — on both Scriptural 
and historic confessi ground when they af- 
firm their belief in the full inspiration of the 
Scriptures. In those days when men used lan- 
guage and terminology honestly and without 
double meaning, we find the Westminster di- 
vines using phrases about which there can be 
no question. The Confession of Faith states in 
Chapter I, “The Holy Scriptures” . . . “The 
authority of the Holy Scriptures, for which it 
ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not 
upon the testimony of any man or church, but 
wholly upon God (Who ts truth itself), the author 
thereof; and therefore it is to be received, be- 
cause it 1s the Word of God.” (Section IV) 
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to appeal unto them... 


Again we read: “ .. . and the entire per- 
fection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth 
abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of 
God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion 
and assurance of the infallible truth and divine 
authority thereof, is from the inward work of 


the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with 


the word in our hearts.” (Section V).. 


. And again. we read: “The Old Testament in 
Hebrew . . 


. and the New Testament in Greek, 
being immediately inspired by God, and 
by his singular care and providence kept pure 
in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as in 
all controversies of religion the church is finally 
(Section 


And finally: “The infallible rule of interpre- 
tation of Scripture is the Scripture itself; ...” 


The Confession of Faith could not be clearer 
than it is in affirming that we are to look to 
the Scriptures for their interpretation and not 
to “any man or church.” 


The Bible itself, on which our Confession of 
Faith bases its own clear affirmations, also 
makes it incumbent on man to turn to it, not 


to men for interpretation. Or, where interpre- 


tation is the result of scholarly inquiry, it 1s 
only to be received if it is in accordance with 
Scripture itself. 


Why are the Scriptures the subject of such 
repeated attacks? Is it not because Satan hates 
and fears the Bible more than anything else? 
The “Yea, hath God said?” in Genesis is still 
a favorite question today. Satan has never been 
able to stand against the Word of God because 


it is a divinely forged weapon for the use of — 
Paul tells us that the Word of God 


believers. 
is the “Sword of the Spirit.” It is’ the only 
weapon of offense, described with the arsenal 
for defense. Our Lord used it three times in 
the wilderness and Satan was thwarted. Today, 
when we fail to believe and use it as a weapon 
with which to attack Satan it is he who tri- 
umphs. When we undertake a witness for our 
Saviour without the Bible in our minds and 
hearts and on our lips our efforts fail miserably. 
Little wonder the Devil has never ceased to try 
to discredit God’s Word. 


But, many young people will find themselves 
in a quandary. Anxious to believe the Bible, 
and to have an anchor for their faith, they are 
told that it is “scientifically inaccurate,” “‘his- 
torically muddled,” ‘often sub-Christian in con- 
cept,” “full of palpable errors,” etc., etc. What 
can they believe? We would suggest that when 
such statements are made the one making the 
statements be asked to give specific illustrations 
of these errors, etc. Write them down. Do not 
argue. Then, submit these supposed errors to 
someone competent to answer them. It will 
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be interesting to see how many of these “errors” 


‘are in the mind of the detractor of the Scrin- 


tures, not in the Scriptures themselves. 


Some honest young people fear that such an 
attitude to the Bible requires a form of intel- 
lectual suicide, or dishonesty. But such is not . 
the case. If one starts with the premise that © . 


has given a faulty and impaired revela- 


tion, and that the chaff and the wheat must 
be separated before one can find the truth, ob- 
viously he has left out of account the element 
of faith. God requires of us, more than any- 


thing. else, a complete surrender of our entire 


personalities, including our hearts and wills and 
minds. When we do this we come humbly to 
His Word and say, “Lord, 1 believe, help Thou 
mine unbelief.” 


What effect does reliance on man and his 
interpretations, or denials, have? It is like a 
ship cutting loose the anchor and drifting to 
and fro. How often we meet individuals whose 
beliefs depend on the latest book they have read? 
How often we find slavish quotations from vari- 
ous authorities, leaving out of account the Book 
they question, and that it has an answer for 
its own integrity. 


Can one imagine a greater hindrance to faith 
than to have its concepts and conclusions de- 
pendent on some individual, no matter how 
brilliant or scholarly he may be? It is true that 
there are some who affirm their faith, because 
of their trust in and admiration for a true man 
of God and his conclusions. But again we have 
the mistake of personal faith depending on hu- 
man conclusions. 


It is right at this point that we must face 
the issue. It is right here that we determine 
whether our faith shall be anchored, or whether 
it shall be adrift on the sea of human specula- 
tion. 


What is the effect of a vacillating and ever 
changing philosophy towards the Scriptures, a 
philosophy which depends on man for inner 
assurance and which rejects the full inspiration 
of the Word of God? Certainly one of the most 
tragic effects is a loss of spiritual power. There 
is no longer full assurance as we undertake to 
wield the Sword of the Spirit. We believe God 
the Holy Spirit is grieved when we question His 
Word. and that it can be demonstrated that 
with such questioning power departs. We can 
go through the motions of Christian service but 
something vital and precious has departed. 


Those who have made the Bible a part of 
their lives; who know it and can quote it ap- 
propriately, find that God has placed in their 
hands a weapon which can be used with deadly 
effect on the enemy of souls.. That is why our 
attitude to the Scriptures is so desperately im- 
portant. | 
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When our faith is anchored in words such 
as these we will find that, like Paul we can: 
“having overcome all to stand” . nus 
speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write 
thee all the words that I have Spoken unto thee 
in a book.” Jeremiah 30:2. 


“Ali Scripture is inspired by God and is use- 
ful for teaching the faith and correcting erron, 
for re-setting the direction of a man’s life and 
training him in good living. The Scriptures are 
the comprehensive equipment of the man of 
God, and fit him fully in all branches of his 
work.” II Tim. 3:16-17 (Phillips) 


“But we must understand this at the outset, 
that no prophecy of Scripture arose from an tn- 
dividual’s interpretation of the truth. No proph- 
ecy came because a man wanted it to: men of 
God spoke because they were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit.” II Peter 1:20-21 (Phillips) 


“For the word that God speaks is altve and 
active: it cuts more keenly than any two-edged 
sword; it strikes through to the place where soul 
and spirit meet, to the innermost intimacies of 
a man’s being: it exposes the very thoughts and 
motives of a man’s heart.” Heb. 4:12 (Phillips) 


“But the unspiritual man simply cannot ac- 
cept the matters which the Spirit deals with - 
they just don’t make sense to him, for, after all, 
you must be spiritual to see spiritual things. 
The spiritual man, on the other hand, has an 
insight into the meaning of everything, though 
his insight may baffle the man of the world. 
This is because the former is sharing God’s wis- 
” Cor. 2:14-16 (Phillips) 

L.N.B. 


A Significant Action 


The withdrawal of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church from the American Council of Churches 
and from the International Council of Churches 
is but another unhappy episode in a group 
which seems to have failed to heed the warning 
of Paul to the Galatians: “For the law 1s ful- 
filled in one word even this; Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. But if ye bite and devour 
one another take heed that ye be not consumed 
one of another.” 


In taking this step these courageous men have 
disassociated themselves from a_ leadership 
which has all too often seemed to “rejoice in 
inguity” while proceeding to expose it; a lead- 
ership which seems to have forgotten that “de- 
fending the faith’ requires Christian love if it 
is to really adorn that faith. 


Let us pray that this step may be but the be- 
ginning of a new and positive witness for the 
Christian truth, where truth may be given an 
opportunity to speak for itself. L.N.B. 
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founded fourteen years ago the first member of 
the staff employed was Miss Lina Bradley of 
Bishopville, S. C., a former missionary to China 
and an experienced and capable secretary and 
office supervisor. 


paper with a degree of faithfulness and efficiency 
rarely attained by one called on to perform so 
many and important tasks. 
be said that she has served far beyond the line 
of duty. 


sociated with the Journal wish to publicly ex- — 
press to her our deep affection and heart-felt 
appreciation for her services. 


may be filled with happiness, part of which will 
stem from the knowledge that she has done a | 
hard job faithfully and well. | A, 


MISS LINA E. BRADLEY | 
A Faithful Steward | 


When the Southern Presbyterian Journal was 


Since that time Miss Bradley has served this 


It can truthfully 


On May Ist Miss Bradley retired and all as- 
It is our prayer for her that the coming years 


The Editors and Staff 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL — 
North Carelina. 
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Let F reedom Ring 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The annual meeting of the Christian Free- 
dom Foundation was held this year in the Great 
Northern Hotel in New York City on April 
llth and 12th. In addition to the transaction 
of the usual business the meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of the fundamental problems of 
economics, especially as related to Christianity 
and freedom. By Christian economics the Foun- 
dation means an economic system operated by 
Christian men in accordance with their best 
understanding of the laws of God. The directors 
of this Foundation believe that the economic 
laws, like all of God’s laws, are immutable. The 
constitution of the Foundation affirms that man 


for the attainment of his well-being should — 


respect these laws of economics just as much 
as the other laws of God. : 


_We believe that the addresses given at this 
annual meeting_#f the Board of Directors of 
the Christian Freedom Foundation will be of 


interest to the readers of the Southern Presby- - 


terran Journal. We are glad to report the high- 
lights of this meeting for the enlightenment and 
edification of our constituency. 


Dr. Alexander St. Ivanyi was the first speaker. 
He was formerly a Protestant Bishop of Hun- 
gary. He fought for freedom in his own coun- 
try. He was a refugee and later became a citizen 


_ of our country. He lost his professorship at the 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology because 


_ of his exposure of Communism in that institu- 


tion. He is a competent student of economics 


and the world. situation. He has an interesting 
_ story to tell. 


Despite the fact that it might sound like an 


_ exaggeration, Dr. St. Ivanyi stated that he was 


firmly convinced that the most important event 
in the struggle between the Western world and 
Communist Imperialism is at present the of- 


ficial representation of World Protestantism be- 


hind the Iron Curtain. In this connection he 
discussed the large group of the World Council 
of Churches that represented Protestantism in 
Budapest, Hungary, September 15-20, 1955, and 
another group that just returned from Russia. 


_ Analyzing the situation he said we cannot avoid 
_ the conclusion that the initiative in this under- 
_ taking has come from the National Council 
of Churches in America. 
_ world, observed the speaker, the National Coun- 
_ cil of Churches of this country means American 


To the rest of the 


Protestantism. The main part of his message 


was an analysis and evaluation of the results 


of these official representations of the World 
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Council from the Hungarian standpoint and 
of the National Council from the Russian stand- 
point. | 


Dr. St. Ivanyi stated that these visits repre- 
sent a great reversal in the attitude of Protes- 
tants toward tyrants. The National Council- 
led World Council leaders, said Dr. St. Ivanyi, 
went out of their way to show their sympathy— 
not to the imprisoned clergymen— but especial- 
ly to the two most outstanding representatives 
of collaboration with the Communists. He re- 
marked, “You can imagine—and we who are 
in constant touch with the Hungarian people; 
know — how the Hungarians felt seeing these 
Western Churchmen fraternizing with men 
whom they regard as worse than murderers.” 


Summarizing his thoughts, the speaker con- 
cluded with this statement, “There seems to 
be no question but that a great reversal is being 
effected by these leaders of Protestantism in the 
historic role which used to place Protestant 
clergymen on the side of the oppressed and 
against the oppressor. Now official Protestant- 
ism makes friends with the worst tyrants of 
recorded history hoping to gain concessions 
from them for the people, for the members of 
the Protestant churches, for the leaders of one 
particular Protestant Church, whichever the 
case may be individually with these visiting 
delegates. 


Knowing the people of Hungary I can safely 
say that they would not approve of any con- 
cessions if those were.given only to the Reformed 
Church or to the Protestants. They would 
rather share the wrath of their Communist mas- | 


- ters together with the Roman Catholic and 


Jewish Hungarians than to benefit by these 
alleged concessions by themselves alone. 
These visits did not and will not help religious 
people behind the Curtain. On the contrary 
they harm them. A psychiatrist of the army, 
Major Wm. E. Mayer, recently published the 


result of the four year long investigation of 


more than a thousand brain-washed U. S. pris- 
oners of war in Red China. The Communist 
‘instructors’ and psychiatrists usually 1. de- 
stroyed the U. S. prisoner’s belief in the values 
of civilization, and 2. his belief that his coun- 
try cares for him and his religious beliefs. ‘This 
brain-washing process ‘turned the American 
prisoners into the most uninformed men we have 
ever seen’ .. The official visitors in Hun- 
gary will achieve about the same result if they 
insist on going there again. Seeing this large 
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number of Western clergymen fraternizing with 


the Communist bosses and accepting honorary — 


degrees from them, Hungarians cannot help but 
come to the conclusion that (1) the West has 
no moral standards; (2) the West is eager to 


make friends with those whom Hungarian 


clerical and lay-martyrs resisted at the cost of 
their lives in the past and (3) that Christianity 
caters to power rather than obeys God. ‘These 
Western visitors might have achieved what the 
Communist bosses have not yet*been able to 
achieve during their ten years rule in Hungary 
—a mass brain-washing of the population and 
a cessation of their spiritual resistance to Com- 
munist tyranny.” 


“A LOOK AT SWEDEN’S ‘MIDDLE WAY’ ” 


Dr: F. A. Harper, the second speaker, used 
as his subject “A Look at Sweden’s ‘Middle 
Way’ ”. He has just returned from four months 
of study in Sweden and had much interesting 


information about the breakdown of the ‘“mid-. 


dle way” in that country. 


Dr. Harper is a well known student of. eco- 
nomics and sociology. He went to Sweden to 
report and find out whether socialism has worked 


the marvels there that have been reported to — 


us. At the very beginning he stated that he 
realized that there must be a definition of the 
meaning of socialism before he could give an 
intelligent report. He reminded the audience 
that there have been published in excess of 
600 separate and variable definitions of social- 
ism. The definition that he adopted was his 
own and he defined it thus, “Socialism is the 
forcing of a centrally controlled economic life 
upon all persons within some geographic boun- 
dary under an authoritarian monopoly that is 
politically managed.” 


With this definition in mind Dr. Harper 
tested it on the basis of its fruits. As a result 
of this test he learned that socialism has been 
a great burden on the personal incomes of 
the costs of government. He found that social- 
ism is economic slavery, since a slave is one 
whose time and earnings are not his own. He 
affirmed that the loss of frée choice in the spend- 
ing of incomes has now reached 48 per cent in 
Sweden. This he illustrated by charts. He 
pointed out- that when Marquis Childs wrote 
his “Sweden, the Middle Way” in 1938 the cor- 
responding figure was only 28 per cent.; Sweden 
was only then at the quarter mark. By this 
test, socialism has doubled in Sweden since 
Childs wrote his book, suggesting that a better 
title might have been something like this: 
“Sweden’s Avalanche of Socialism: The Middle 
Way by 1954.’’ He points out that if the loss 
of free choice in the spending of incomes in 
‘Sweden should continue at the rate of the last 
third of a century, their enslavement will have 
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become complete within the expected lifetime of 
young people now of college age. A century 
ago, Sweden—like the United States—operated 


its affairs with a high degree of individual re- | 
sponsibility and ownership. The cost of all © 


formalized government a century ago.took less ~ 
than ten per cent of personal incomes at a time © 
when personal incomes were only one-sixth ~ 
what they are now. In other words, the present ~ 
cost of government in terms of “real kroner” — 
per person governed is about thirty times that — 


of a century ago. 


Dr. Harper further stated his opinions on | 
He pointed out that © 


education in Sweden. 


Lenin once said, when speaking about educa- ~ 
tion: “Give us the child for eight years, and — 
it will be a Bolshevist forever.” (Nikolai Lenin, — 
in speech to the Commissars of Education, Mos- — 
cow, 1923). The socialist government in Swe-y 


den has now essentially accomplished the edu- © 
cation control of which Lenin spoke. Practical- — 
ly all children in Sweden now attend schools — 
under the authority of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Ecclesiastical Affairs. He said, “A cen-_ . 


tury ago it appears that as many as one child 


in four was being educated outside of govern- © 
ment schools. Literacy even then was at a high © 
level. Education of this one-fourth was in part — 
by schools outside the home and in part by © 


home schooling. The formal home schooling 
rapidly lost out until little remained by 1915. 


Non-government schools outside the home con- 


tinued to expand, however, until the early 


twenties; they then receded until 1940, when — 
only 114% of the children were in schools of — 


this type. Schooling of any form other than 
under government operation is now all but 
gone for. the eight-year period of which Lenin 
was presumably speaking—roughly ages 7-15.” 
The two great universities of Sweden, Uppsala 


and Lund, are state operated. State control even 
Folk High 


reaches far into adult education. 
Schools have now become largely public insti- 
tutions, being a part of the “forward march 
of the working classes” under a socialist govern- 
ment. 


The fruit of socialism is also to be observed © 
in the church and religion, The Church of © 
Sweden is a State Church and every child is — 
born a legal member. All the clergy are trained | 


in the two State Theological Schools. Expenses 
are met through tax collections rather tha 
through voluntary giving. As a result, partici 


pation in church affairs is slight especially in ~ 
-urban centers. Dr. Harper quoted Archbishop | 
Brilioth who said recently that Sweden today © 


could not, with any certainty, be called a Chris- | 


tian country. The Archbishop said, “The Chris- | 


tian clothing it wears is an illusion.” He pointed 


out also that the Swedish Welfare State has | 
dulled the spiritual appetites of the people. He | 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURRAL 


also quoted Rey. Lars Bejerhold who epitomized | 
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the condition in Sweden by saying, “the church 
is generally tolerated but scarcely loved.” 


Socialism likewise fails to meet the moral 
test, said Dr. Harper. Abortions are now about 
one-tenth of all calculated pregnancies. Abor- 
tions became legalized in the late thirties, in a 
way similar to that of Russia in 1920. By the 
early 1950’s legal abortions had risen to about 
one per twenty births. Homosexuality, if vol- 
untary and involving adults, was legalized in 
1955. | 


The conclusion reached by Dr. Harper 
through his study of Sweden is that socialism 
is undermining the sterling character of some 
of the finest people on earth. 


THE TRAGEDY OF SOCIALISM 


On the afternoon of April 11th Dr. Harold 
John Ockenga brought a striking message on 
“The Tragedy of Socialism.” 


By way of introduction he explained that it 
makes a great deal of difference as to what 
kind of society a Christian lives in. He said 
that he was greatly concerned regarding the 
fact that we are very rapidly moving along the 
road to the Welfare State in America. One 
of the things endangering our freedom today 


is Socialism. Human nature cannot take the ~ 


pressures of Socialism. Socialism panders to the 
worst in human nature and offends the best 
in human nature. Socialism breaks up under 
the Biblical doctrine of human nature. Dr. 
Ockenga has made several visits to England for 
the purpose of studying Socialism in operation. 
One of the claims of Socialism, he said, was 
that it saved England from Communism. This 
was an untenable defense, he said, because So- 
cialism in Russia has been no protection against 
Communism. Neither did Socialism protect Po- 
land from Communism. Some defenders of 
Socialism claim that it has improved the con- 
ditions of the masses. He found that there 
may be a few facts to justify this statement but 
there are many others that oppose it. He said 
that he discovered the:British people “under 
Socialism were undernourished and emaciated.” 


Socialism had not helped to build character’ 


in these people. Defenders also say that Social- 
ism has promoted the distribution of wealth 
more equally than before. To this the speaker 
retorted, “Perhaps it has in some instances but 
at the expense of killing incentives and result- 
ing in a bankrupt government.” 


NATURAL LAW IN SOCIAL SCIENCE 


Dr. John Q. Stewart, a full professor at 
Princeton University, gave a profound discourse 
on “Natural Law in Social Science.” 


Dr. Stewart affirmed that there is sufficient 
basis for belief in natural theology as well as 
for revealed theology. He cited Romans 1:20 
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indicating that St. Paul recognized the validity 
of this contentidn. He pointed out that when 
the United States was founded a strong reliance 
on natural law in social phenomena was far 
stronger than now among our political and ec- 
clesiastical leaders. We were told that just as 
physical engineering recognizes natural laws so 
should social engineering. He deplored the fact 
that many educational institutions ignore this, 
phase of thought. He said; “The various social 
sciences in our misnamed ‘universities,’ which 
nowadays are really multiversities, have spe- 
cialized and subspecialized to such a degree that 
few investigators have the wide sympathies and 
trainings necessary to discover profound prin- 
ciples common to all human activities. I have 
the good fortune to be a member of a small 
but enthusiastic volunteer team of research- 
workers whose combined expertness represents 
leading fields in both natural and social science. 
We are much concerned with reducing the gulf 
which people think they see between natural 


science and social science.” 


The group is learning to identify and exam- 
ine Various sorts of “social energies.” Among 
those listed were “action,” “feeling,” “logical 
meaning,” “conformity,” and so on. He affirmed 
that. in due time our principles of social energy 

can be made fully intelligible to students with 

little training in mathematics or physics. But 
first much testing and development lies ahead. 
Where mass social relations are studied, under- 
standing of social energies and of their transmu- 
tations and interplay is a splendid aid to diag- 
nosis and prediction of social events. 


The Princeton Physics Professor stimulated 
his audience to pursue further the implications 
of social, physics. 


OUR DANGER IS INTERNAL 
The speaker for the evening of April ]1th 
was Dr. E. Merrill Root, Professor of Philosophy 
at Earlham College and distinguished author 
of the recent volume entitled ‘“Collectivism. on 
the Campus.” Dr. Root’s subject was “Our Dan- 


Is Internal.” 


Dr. Root began by saying America today, and 
sanity and freedom today, are in deadly peril. 
Why? His answer to this was, “Is it because a 
ruthless and brutal enemy is poised to let the 
tanks and the artillery loose against us; is it be- 
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cause a brutal and ruthless enemy is poised to 
loose concentrated death upon us from the skies? 
Such an enemy exists and such a peril is real, and 
we must be strong to guard the outer gates 


against treacherous and lethal assault. We must 


not leave the outer gates unprotected. But 
though that is true, it is our minor danger: our 
major peril lies not at the outer gate, but within 
the inner door.” | 


Dr. Root says that the Communists plan to 
bring extreme collectivism to pass and conquer 
the whole world and reduce it to the rigid regi- 
men by 1984. 


Dr. Root says that the Communist purpose 
to dominate—but never to destroy the world. 
However, if they merely destroyed America, 
they would negate their own plan. They regard 
America as a very rich prize to be looted, as 
pirates looted the treasure ships upon the Span- 
ish Main. America, to them, is a storehouse of 


incredible riches at present, and a workshop | 


of mighty industrial potential for the future. 
They wish to possess the riches and to exploit 
the potential, so that they may enrich the grub- 
by ant-heap collectivism that they call society. 
Their plan and their purpose is to capture 
America intact—and to capture it in the only 
way they can so do, by infiltration and subver- 
sion from within. They plan to capture Amer- 
ica by destroying America’s faith in freedom, 
in individualism, in initiative and competition; 
and by hypnotizing America with the lie that 
collectivism is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Thus we have to realize the kind of war we 
face today. Dr. Root would have America to 
see that in the so-called “cold war,” we are 
fighting the very hottest kind of war. It is more 
deadly than a military war, a shooting war; and 
if and when a shooting war comes, it will have 
been won or lost already in the heart and the 
mind. It is a war that will be won or lost in 
the classrooms of America, where the battle of 
the mind is being fought today. The real war 
today is a psychological war, a spiritual war; a 
mighty armada of the air will not save us if 
we persist in letting collectivism infiltrate our 
government. Collectivism plans to overthrow 
us in our minds and in our wills. The method 
of attack used by the enemy is to brainwash 
us through our culture. Illustrating this method 
that is being used by the collectivists, Dr. Root 
says that when a wasp wishes to destroy a 
larger, more powerful insect, such as a butter- 
fly, it merely stings the nerve centers of its 
victim, paralyzing it but leaving it alive, and 
then devours the doomed creature at its leisure. 
That is what our enemies, the collectivists, plan 
to do—that is what our enemies, the collectivists, 
are doing—they are paralyzing the very nerve 
centers of American life, especially by infiltrat- 
ing our education, and especially by brainwash- 
ing us through our culture. 
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“Why should the Communists bother to in- 
vade us?” Dr. Root answered his question by 
saying, “They are already here!’’ He asked 
his audience to face this searching question— 
the most pertinent one can ask—“What use is 
it to post guards with high powered rifles on 
the outer walls, if at the same time we invite 
our enemies in through the inner door to drink 
vodka with us, and smile tolerantly as we watch 
them pour cyanide over our children’s food?” 


If anyone doubts the statement that Commu- 
nism has invaded us we refer such persons to 
Dr. Root’s book called, ‘“Collectivism on the 
Campus.” An abundance of evidence is pre- 
sented to substantiate this assertion in the book. 


As one example of how the liberals work Dr. 
Root cited an article written in the Vassar 
Alumnae Magazine. The Vassar Alumnae Mag- 
azine for February, 1950, contained an article 
written by Prof. Edna C. Macmahon, entitled 
“Did You Major in Economics?” She says that 
economics today is grouped around a compara- 
tive study of the practice of systems. In nam- 
ing the systems worthy of study she lists pre- 
war German Fascism, Russian Communism, 
British Socialism . . . Here comes an awkward 
hiatus. Capitalism, or free enterprise, as a func- 
tioning system, she nowhere names. She lists 
its antitheses as worthy of study. But where 
is free enterprise? Dr. Macmahon makes this 
sapient observation: “At the college teaching 
level, however, it is still generally taken for 
granted that an understanding of Marx is es- 


sential to an ‘understanding of socialism.’ She 


does not, however, add the equally pertinent 
statement that an understanding of Hayek and 
von Mises will help one’s understanding of free 


- enterprise. Dr. Root adds that one is bewildered 


by the article into a belief that, if you major 
in economics at Vassar, you are isolated from 
the system under which—like it or not—you 
live. Such is the danger of the inner door. The 
address left the impression that it does not make 
sense to pour out futile billions in military 
preparation for a shooting war, when we do 
all that we can to popularize and endorse the 
ideas of collectivism in the battle for the mind. 


WHAT RELIGION CAN DO TO DEFEAT 
COMMUNISM 


The first speaker on the morning of April 
12th was Mr. J. Anthony Marcus, Russian,born, 
an escapee, a successful business man and long- 


. . . whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world .. . 
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time citizen of our country. He is a devoted 


Christian and a competent student of economics. 


In the business world Mr. Marcus is an Inde- 
pendent Oil Producer and President of the In- 
stitute of Foreign Trade. He has kept in close 
touch with Russia and since the time he was 
naturalized as an American citizen he has made 
sixteen trips to Russia. Today he is telling the 
story of the Soviet Godless force that is out to 
destroy everything Christians stand for and 


everything that the founding fathers of this 


country fought and died for. 


Mr. Marcus has been disappointed at the 
lack of interest on the part of prominent Amer- 
icans in their fight against the Communist evil. 
He illustrated this by stating that he was in- 
vited to speak before the members of the Hitch- 
cock Memorial Church in New York and he 
agreed on condition that they would have in 
the audience ten leading industrial and finan- 
cial executives who were residents of Westchester 
County. They thought his request very mod- 
est and assured him that there would be twenty 
or thirty of these people there. About a week 
before the meeting was to take place he received 
a telephone message that they could not induce 
one of them to come because it was the last 
football game of the season. Mr. Marcus said, 
“This is indicative of the tragedy of our time. 
They who have most at stake in the present 
emergency care the least. We are pleasure drunk, 
we are too much steeped in our petty pastimes 
to see what is happening to us. We don’t want 
to find out why, for example, our taxes are 
bordering on confiscation; why must our boys 
do garrison duty all over the world after a vic- 
torious war; we do not care to find out who the 
real culprit is.” The speaker made a strong 
plea for vigorous, courageous, persistent and 
consistent action against the threat of Commu- 
nism to our country. He said that, “We have 
witnessed the murder and enslavement of mil- 
lions of men, women and children; we have 
known for years that the Stalinists had mur- 
dered tens of thousands of men of God like 
yourselves, and what have we done about it? 
Not a single meeting has ever been ~held in 
these United States to protest against the out- 
rages. Not a single protest march has ever been 
recorded since the man-made hurricane was let 
loose by Lenin and his cohorts on November 


7, 1917. No one could truthfully claim lack 
of information about the true state of affairs 
behind the iron curtain. We have had hundreds 
of thousands of escapees in the free world, the 
living witnesses of the Soviet inferno, and we 
have made very little use of their knowledge to 
lay bare the story which we must know for 
our own good.” According to Mr. Marcus we 
have refused to take the Communists seriously. 
From the very inception Lenin, the arch-con- 
spirator for world enslavement, had reminded 
us time and time again: “We have never con- 
cealed the fact that our revolution is only the 
beginning, that it will lead to a victorious end- 
ing only then when we shall have inflamed the 
whole world with its revolutionary fires:” “This 
prediction is rapidly coming to pass,” said Mr. 
Marcus. “One-third of the human race is under 
the bloody rule of the enemy; the earth is 
drenched with the blood of millions of men 
and women resisting enslavement; the Siberian ° 
tundras fertilized with the bones,of Christian 
victims. ‘The enemy is cunning and determined. 
He works day and night against us. A Stalinist 


anywhere in the world is ready to give his. life 


at the drop of a hat if the Communist party so 


- ordered. Are we as zealous about defending our 


heritage?” 


The idea of co-existence with Communism was 
discouraged by Mr. Marcus. He said, “Anyone 
who entertains the illusion that co-existence 
with evil Stalinism is possible or desirable is 
not intelligent enough to know what is good 
for his country or himself. We have had co- 
existence with the enemy since November 1933, 
when we became diplomatic bedfellows .with 
him. Has it improved our-relations with the 
Kremlin gangsters? On the contrary, it has 
worsened. In 1933 the Soviets were economical- 
ly and industrially impotent. With our recog- 
nition came world-wide prestige. “That was what 
the Communists wanted more than anything 
else. It opened to them unlimited opportun- 
ities all over the world, for many governments 
followed our example and extended recognition 


to the same power. We failed to realize that 


anything the enemy wants badly, just as the 
Chinese bandits now want it, is proof that 
it is going to benefit him at our expense. Our 
country became the hunting ground of many 
thousands of Soviet spying commissions spying 
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on our industries, 
priceless technology acquired at great cost in 
labor and money. Our sales to the Soviets ac- 
tually dropped after recognition. The Kremlin 
had gotten what it wanted, and we learned that 
_all the talk about orders running into the bil- 
lions was only a bait to get us into the trap. 
A little country like Cuba has been buying from 
us many times the amount we ever shipped to 
Russia, except for the war years when we gave 
away our substance to help rescue Stalin and 
his gangsters from annihilation by Germany and 
the Russian peoples.” 


“The New Look” in Russia should not de- 


ceive us said Mr. Marcus. He _ continued, 
“Kruschev’s goal is the same as Stalin’s ever 
was. Khrushchev’s crocodile tears at the 20th 
Congress of the Communist Party last February 
that even he and his immediate associates never 
knew if they would come out alive from a con- 


ference with Stalin were designed to deceive | 


the Russian people, to deceive the gullible free 
world. He and his Bulganin and Mikoyan and 
Molotov and the rest of the camarilla were Stal- 
in’s closest satraps. They made Stalin’s purges 
and sadistic actions possible.” 


Pointedly, Mr. Marcus asked the audience: 
Is it in our interst to hobnob with such sadists? 
Is it moral to sit with them at the conference 
table, knowing in advance that they will never 
abide by their spoken or written word: What 
have we ever accomplished by conferring with 
them in the past? And since our trading with 
them exchanging industrial, scientific and educa- 
tional delegations can only benefit the enemy, 
is it not stupid of us to participate in such ex- 
changes? | 


Mr. Marcus wrote to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
concerning the mission of Protestant Church- 
men going to Russia. He told him, “You are 
not dealing in Russia with free Churchmen like 
yourselves. Those who invited you did not do 
so of their own free will. 
by order of the tyrannical, Godless regime out 
to destroy all religions, all men of God, and all 
else that is dear to our hearts in America... . 
Your very presence in Russia will be rendering 


aid and comfort to the bitterest enemy of free-_ 


dom and religion. The Russian -Churchmen 
will lie to you about everything in Russia. They 
will have to or face liquidation. The Soviet re- 
gime is trying to use you and other religious 
organizations to confuse our people here to en- 
- hance their prestige, to give the impression that 
- ¥Feligion is free there, but at the same time plot- 
ting to destroy religious institutions everywhere. 
If you really wish to render a service to the 
people of Russia and to the cause of freedom, 
you should now hold a meeting and declare 
to the whole world that you will come to Russia 
onlv when the Soviet regime has been de- 
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laboratories, stealing 


They have done so | 


iia by its own people, ita there is the 
same sort of freedom of religion in Russia as 
we have in the United States. You will then 
give the people of Russia inspiration to carry 
on their struggle until freedom is won. If this 
warning is not heeded, I am certain that you 
will regret it to the end of your days.” 


We all know that Mr. Marcus’s advice was 
not heeded and when Dr. Blake returned with 


his deputation | team, he called the mission “‘a 
distinct success.’ 


Mr. Marcus said, “‘I too consider it a distinct 
success but not for America and not for the 
Christian Church. It was a distinct success for 


the Soviet propaganda machine which staged 


it and which now has recordings of the conver- 
sations held and the answers given by the Rus- 
sian Churchmen, to be held against them some 
day, to be used in calling them ‘agents of the 
imperialist Americans, spies and agents of Wall 
Street,’ as they have done in innumerable in- 
stances~jn the recent past.” 


laining what religion can do to defeat 
Communism, Mr. Marcus stated that one of 
the things it must not do is exchange delegations 
with the enemy. He said, “Rendering aid and 
comfort to the enemy is treason.” 
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Mr. Marcus closed his message by saying, ““The 
fervent hope is that the Christians of America 
will not forsake the Russian people, will not aid 
the enemy, will stand by them 7 spirit and 
belief that with a little effort on our part we 
can aid them to perform the surgical operation 
upon their cruel Stalinists which will rid them 
and the rest of the world of the Lenin-Trotzky- 
Stalin nightmare.” 


POLITICAL INTERVENTION: 
OR HINDRANCE 
Mr. Percy L. Greaves, Jr., spoke on the sab- 
ject “Political Intervention: ‘Help or Hin- 
drance.” Mr. Greaves pointed out that there 
are many ways to destroy wealth but the orig- 
inal Marxist method as outlined in the Com- 
munist Manifesto of 1848 was that of Govern- 
ment interventions. Later Marx found this meth- 


HELP 


od too slow and advocated the method of violent — | 


revolution. The mass myopia of our age is the 
belief that governmental action can improve the 
results obtainable by free and moral men, said 
Mr. Greaves. He made this statement, “Unless 
this trend is changed it may well lead the United 
States into a complete dictatorship. Government 
intervention in the affairs of moral men always 
makes matters worse never better.” 

Mr. Greaves observed that many men who 
made fortunes in America under the free enter- 
prise system and established foundations were 


not aware of the fact that many of these foun- | 


dations would be used to undermine the prin- 
ciples that enabled them to earn the wealth to 
establish the foundation. He cited a number 
of examples. 

At the closing session of the Christian Free- 
dom Foundation Dr. Howard Kershner report- 
ed that the Christian Freedom. Foundation’s in- 
fluence is growing and more and more Ameri- 
cans are finding the publication “Christian Eco- 
nomics’ enlightening. 


The Christian Freedom Foundation is doing 
a great work. In the final analysis every Chris- 


tian and lover of freedom should be thankful 


to God for this organization that is out to dis- 
pose of every form of modern despotism and 
to promote Christian libertarian principles. 
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Overtures 
The 1956 Assembly— 
Referred to Committees 
Editor’s Comments 
TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON BILLS 


AND OVERTURES, 1-9. 
(1) The-Presbytery of Tuscaloosa overtures the 


‘General Assembly as follows: 


WHEREAS, the Seal designed by great men of 
our Assembly in the past, which in each of its 
component parts, so aptly sets forth the Biblical 
truths on which our Assembly has been built, and 


WHEREAS, no General Assembly in the past 
has ever made this Seal our official Seal, threfore, 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the 1956 Assembly vote 
to ratify this Seal as proposed, thus making it of- 
ficially that of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. | 


(2) The Synod of Florida passed the following 
overture: 


That the General Assembly consider taking action 
upon the question of providing a uniform church 
emblem of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., for the 
purpose of publicizing it along the highways. 


(3) WHEREAS, the Gencral Assembly of 1949 
effected a radical reorganization of the agencies of 
the General Assembly; and 


WHEREAS, sufficient time has elapsed since 
such radical reorganization to determine the ef- 
fectiveness, as well as minor defects, in this re- 
organized program; and 


WHEREAS, it seems expedient that opportunity 
be given for adjustments which may be needed be- 
cause of unforeseen situations which have arisen 
during the past six years: 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Knoxville over- 
tures the General Assembly to make a study of the 
existing agencies, appointing for this purpose an 
Ad Interim Committee to be composed of ministers 
and ruling elders from local churches. 

(4) WHEREAS, there is a certain virtue from 
the standpoint of economy and administration in 
locating the several Boards and Agencies of the 
Assembly at one point within the Church. 


The Presbytery of Birmingham overtures the 
General Assembly to apoint an Ad Interim Com- 
mittee to study the advisability of such a move and 
to hear any offers that might be made by interested 
parties and to report to the 1957 Asleep with 


recommendations. 


(5) The Presbytery of Cherokee respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to appoint an Ad 
Interim Committee to study the possibility of mov- 
ing the agencies of the General Assembly to At- 
lanta, Georgia. (In the interest of economy and 
efficiency). 


(6, 7, 8) WHEREAS, at practically no cost to 
the Church, a valuable property, known as the 
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Presbyterian Center, has been secured to house the 
Assembly Agencies now located in Atlanta; and 


WHEREAS, it appears that funds outside the 
Church may be available to erect a new and com- 


modious building, provided all Assembly Agencies 


are located at the Prsbyterian Center; and, 


WHEREAS, a considerable savings in travel and 
other costs would be effected if all agencies at the 
Assembly level were located in one place near the 
population center of the Church; 


THEREFORE, the presbyteries of Westminster, 
Piedmont and Mid-Texas respectfully overture the 
General Assembly to appoint an Ad Interim Com- 
mittee, representing each synod, to study every 
phase related to the possible location of all its 
agencies at the Presbyterian Center and to report 
its findings and recommendations to the 1957 As- 
sembly. 


(9) WHEREAS, 1958 is scheduled for the pro- 
gram emphasis on “The Church’’; and 


WHEREAS, much of the division and divergent 
opinion in our Church results from diverse concep- 
tions of the nature and function of the Church, 
together with the Church courts; and 


WHEREAS, this diversity is evidenced in the 
crucial question: Shall the Church echo the voice 
of the people or the voice of God to His people, in 
By of Morais, Ethics and Social Actions? 
an 


WHEREAS, we believe that this question is basic 
to many of the discussions which occupy much of 
the time of our Church courts; and > 


WHEREAS, Chapters XX and XXV of the Con- 
fession of Faith and Chapters I-IV of the Book 
of Te Order are and have been variously con- 
stru 


THEREFORE, The Presbytery of Fayetteville re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S.: ‘ 


1. To appoint an Ad Interim Committee to make 
a study of and deliverance on the Biblical doctrine 
of the nature and function of the Church; 


2. To recognize the urgency of this question by 
appointing to this Committee the best scholarship 
available in our Church, and, 


3. To direct this Committee to make as com- 
plete report as possible to the 1957 General As- 
sembly, in view of the 1958 year of emphasis on 
“The Church.” 

‘TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON JU- 
DICIAL BUSINESS, 10-15. 


10) The Presbytery of Atlanta respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly that there is another 


parenthesis inserted in the Form of Call eet 
ately after the parenthesis ‘‘(and a manse)” to 
read “(anda vacation). 


(11) The Presbytery of New Orleans overtures 
the General Assembly to approve the amendments 
to Paragraphs 115 and 116 to read as follows: 115. 


A eandidate for licensure must be a graduate of a. 


four-year college or university fully accredited by 
its proper regional accrediting association; and a 
candidate for ordination must, in addition, be a 
graduate of the three-year course in a theological 


seminary under the contro] of our Church, or of |} 
the three-year course in a theological seminary ac- | 
credited by the American Association of Theological | 
Schools and approved by the presbytery. As evi- _ 
dence of his graduation in either case the candi- | 


date shall cause an official transcript of his record 
to be sent directly from the institution in question 
to the Stated Clerk of the presbytery. 


116. The presbytery shall examine the candidate 
on his knowldge of any or all of his academic 


~,Studies, and on his knowledge of his theological | 


studies, including the original language of the Holy 
Scriptures. Official transcripts from his college and 
seminary (see par. 115) may be accepted in lieu of 
examinations on all subjects except Theology, the 
Sacraments, Church Government, and the English 


Bible. (The remaining parts of par. 116 to remain 
unchanged. ) 
(12) The Presbytery of Brazos overtures the 


General Assembly to clarify: Paragraph 62 of the 
Book of Church Order, in reference to the question 


of whether a Session may call and have a meeting | 


of the Session without it being called by the pastor, 


where there is a pastor, and particularly defining | 


what shall constitute an emergency. 


(13) The Presbytery of Red River respectfully 


_ overtures the General Assembly to define the status 


of a retired member in the local church. 


(14) The Presbytery of Brazos overtures the 
General Assembly to define the authority of the 
presbytery to organize churches in the following 
particular:. 


mission an evangelist to organize a church? 


(15) The Synod of Tennessee respectfully over- 


tures the General Assembly to clarif 


tery can only require the report to be sent to itself. 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 16-18. 


(16) The Presbytery of Florida again respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly to restore 


the column of Ministers’ Salaries in the statistical | 


report. 
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Write To 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 
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(17) WHEREAS, the General Assembly has 
eliminated the column “Pastors Salaries” in the sta- 
tistical reports of the Church to the presbytery 
and the General Assembly, and 


WHEREAS, the Home Mission Association of the 
Assembly’s Board of Church Extension has gone 
on record requesting the Assembly to restore this 
column, and 


WHEREAS, the information formerly contained 
in this column contained important information for 
Executive Secretaries and Superintendents of Home 
Missions, therefore, 


BE IT RESOLVED: That Montgomery Presby- 
tery overture the General Assembly to restore this 
column. 


(18) We (the Board of Christian Education) 
overture the General Assembly to clarify the mean- 
ing of the Manual of the General Assembly con- 


_cerning the length of service of members of Boards 


and Agencies of the Assembly. Does a service of two 
terms of three years each, «end a fraction of an- 
other such term, preclude nomination and election 
for a third complete term of three years? 


The Board of Christian Education would respect- 
fully urge that where a person is _ elected to fill 
an unexpired term that he be ruled eligible for 
additional service of three complete terms of three 
years each. 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON GEN- 
ERAL COUNCIL, 19-22. 


(19) In view of the wealth of historical ma- 
terials which have been gathered in the Historical 
Foundation at Montreat and in our seminary and 
college libraries, and 


In view of the needs for these important and 


irreplaceable documents to be safely preserved and 
at the same time made available for a wider use 
by students and scholars in our churches, and 


In view of the difficulty of getting to these rec- 
ords in their present scattered state, and | 


In view of the ease with which they could be 


destroyed forever in a moment of time in, modern 


warfare, 


The Presbytery of Norfolk overtures Gen- 
eral Assembly to request the General Council to 
study this need and to make possible facilities in 
the Historical Foundation for photostating and/or 
microfilming these documents in their possession 
and those in the libraries that copies may be placed 
in the seminary libraries for safe keeping and more 
accessible use. 2 


(20) WHEREAS, there is a wealth of historical 
material which has been and is being gathered in 


various different libraries and historical founda- | 


tions, and 


WHEREAS, there is need for these most im- 
portant and precious documents to be both safely 
presrved and at the same time widely used by the 
students and scholars in our colleges and semi- 
naries, 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Brazos hereby 
overtures the General Assembly to request the 
General Council to study this need and to bring to 
the succeeding Assembly suggestions as to how 
the most precious documents in the possesion of the 
Church may be, by the use of microfilm or by 
some other method, made more widely accessible 
to the libraries of our colleges and seminaries. 


~ 
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(21) In view of the increasing need for it, the 
Presbytery of Lexington respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly to provide the Presbyterian His- 
torical Foundation with funds for photo-copy 
i with which to micro-film historical rec- 
ords. 


(22) The Presbytery of Mid-Texas respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to establish an 


office of Central Treasurer for all of the As- 
‘sembly’s agencies and causes, empowered to allo- 


cate benevolence receipts in proportion to the ap- 
proved budgets of Assembly’s agencies, in order 
that all causes may receive their proportionate part 


of the Assembly’s budget before any cause receives _ 


more than its share. , 


(31) WHEREAS, it is the policy of the General 
Assembly to formulate a total budget for all its 
agencies'and institutions, and then allow its con- 
stituent ,churches to use the method each feels 
best for meeting its proportionate share of the As- 
sembly’s budget, and af 


WHEREAS, a specific exception has been made 
for the past several years in regard to the “Easter 


PAGE 15 


eS cE V. B. S. 
ALL NEW—FULL COLOR 
al | 
ve | Course by 
1c 
ly 

n 
r, 
y 
| 

e | 

4 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 


Offering for the Relief of Human Suffering”, 


thus producing confusion and lack of participation © 


in those churches committed to a policy of a uni- 
fied budget, 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Mid-Texas re- 
spectfully requests the General Assembly to order 
its General Council to include an amount in the 
budget of the Assembly for the use of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Relief and Interchurch Aid of 
the Board of World Missions to permit all our 
churches to share in this worthy cause in the man- 
ner they deem best suited to the local situation. 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ee 
MISSIONS, 23. 


(23) The Presbytery of Wilmington respectfully 


overtures the General Assembly to give to the 
Board of World Missions any authority and en- 
_ couragement needed to enable the Board to make 

a personal approach to students in our seminaries 
and in the Assembly’s Training School who are 
likely prospects for mission service, offering to 
these prospects definite calls to particular service. 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON CHRIS- 


TIAN EDUCATION, 24-27. 


_ (24) WHEREAS, recent studies indicate The 
about 60,000 boys and girls from homes in 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. are in colleges or semi- 
naries, and only 4, 000 in our own Presbyterian 
institutions; and 


; WHEREAS, many of these would attend our 
own schools if the financial cost were not greater 
than at state schools; and 


WHEREAS, those who attend state or inde- 
pendent institutions need much better care and 
spiritual nurture than most synods provide; 


, THEREFORE, the Synod of Georgia respectfully, 
overtures the General Assembly to take one of the 
following steps: 


1. Appoint an Ad Interim committee to study 
the whole problem of the Church’s responsibility to 
its young people in the realm of higher education; 
or 2. Increase substantially the Challenge Fund 
now administered by the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation so that larger sums may be available for 
worthy young people who need help in attending 
our own institutions and better provision for those 
who will be attending state institutions. 


(25) The Synod of respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to appropriate as 
much as $200,000 to the Challenge Fund of the 
Board of Christian Education, this sum to be placed 
in the “spending budget’’ of the Board. 


(26) WHEREAS, the General Assembly of 1955 
granted a final budget appropriation of $50,000 
to Montreat College, while reaffirming the state- 
ment of the 1952 Assembly that the General As- 
ae will not make appropriations for Montreat 

ollege, 


THEREFORE, the Synod of Missouri respect- 
fully overtures the 96th General Assembly to make 


. no appropriation whatsoever for Montreat College. 


(27) The Presbytery of Upper Missouri re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly not to 
grant any further funds to Montreat College. 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTER 
CHURCH RELATIONS, 28, 29. 
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(28) WHEREAS, the Presbytery of Harmony 
wishes to express its attitude toward membership 


of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. in the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and 
the World Council of Churches; and 


WHEREAS, continued membership gives tacit 
approval of public pronouncements and resolutions 
that have been widely circulated, which do not ex- 
press the convictions of a majority of the. total 
membership; and 


WHEREAS, resolutions above referred to have 
accused those not in agreement with their social, 
economical and political views as unchristian; and 


WHEREAS, the leadership of both associations 


above referred to, openly envision the ultimate goal 
as organic union of all Protestant churches in one 
“world Church: 


NOW THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Harmony 
respectfully overtures the General Assembly for 
determination of policy as to whether or not the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. shall withdraw from or 
remain in the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in U.S.A., and the World Council of 
Churches; same being conducted in accordance with 
properly constituted authority. 


(29) The Presbytery of Congaree respectfully 


overtures the General Assembly to submit the mat- 


ter of continued membership in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. to the pres- 
byteries for their advice so that the 1957 General 
Assembly will have sound and reasonable grounds 
upon which to act upon this matter. 


WE FURTHER SUGGEST, that the question 
submitted to the presbyteries be: “Shall the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S. withdraw its membership 
from the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the 


TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON CHRIS- 
TIAN RELATIONS, 30. 


' WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Presby- ’ 


terian Church, U.S. has by resolution recommended 
the opening of our churches, schools and colleges 
to all races, and 


WHEREAS, the action of the General Assembly 
has been published throughout the United States 
and elsewhere as the attitude and belief of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


NOW, we the Presbytery of Harmony declare: 


. That we do not agree with the action of 
the General Assembly above referred to. 


2. That we believe that the action of the Gen- 
eral Assembly referred to will cause dissension and 
hatred between the races. 


3. That the action of the General Assembly 
aforesaid was taken without submitting such issues 
to the presbyteries composing the Assembly; and 
it is our conviction that such action does not truly 
indicate the convictions of its —— or the 
membership of the Church. : 


NOW THEREFORE, The Presbytery of Harmony 
respectfully overtures the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. to authorize a 
ballot by each presbytery of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. for determination 
of policy as to whether or not Presbyterian Church, 


U.S. shall have segregation or integration of all | 


races; same being conducted in accordance with 
properly constituted authority. 
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Editor’s Comments 


Overtures 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 


The overtures having to do with the centrali- 
vation of Agencies of the General Assembly are 
unfortunate. They are unfortunate for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


a. They are not spontaneous but originated 
from one single source. : | 

b. The General Assembly, at its last meeting, 
acted overwhelmingly against this suggestion. 

c. Acting in good faith the Board of World 
Missions has already proceeded towards the 
erection of its own building in Nashville. 

d. The reasons against centralization in Atlanta 
have been amply and effectively documented. 


c. Such continued agitation places all of the 


Boards of our Church in a difficult position 
which is wholly unjustified. 


These overtures should be answered in the 
negative. 
* * * 


Overture 9° 


We consider this important but not in the 
way some would hold. ‘The Church unquestion- 


ably has the duty to make deliverances on 


Morals, Ethics and Social Actions. But, unfor- 
tunately some would lower the place of the 
church and make it an agent of controversial 
political issues. | 


We would approve of such an Ad Interim | 
Committee provided it is composed of ministers 


and laymen -who represent the spiritual per- 
ception and leadership without which it could 
do much more harm than good. 


Overture 11 ° 


Will this mean that we continue to be in- 
creasingly a class church, reaching only the 
more educated and socially fortunate? Let us 
remember that “the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life.” Let us also remember that in our 
own church today some of our most dedicated 
and useful ministers have not been the fortunate 
recipients of the training we are making more 
and more mandatory. 


Overtures 15 and 22 


In some quarters there is an ever increasing 
tendency to regiment the giving of individuals 
and local congregations. For convenience in 
book-keeping this may be desirable, but, from 
the standpoint of Christian stewardship and the 
right of the giver to send his gifts where he 
feels the Lord would have them go, there is 
grave danger for all concerned. The arbitrary 
philosophy of some with reference to the benev- 
olent giving of the church needs to be thorough- 
ly gone into and a greater freedom left to those 
who give the money. H.B.D. 
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ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism’ 
by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No.137 


Continuing 
THREE HuMAN ESSENTIALS FOR 


PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


Essential No. 2—A Real Desire to Win Souls 


Startling as the great spiritual need for per- 
sonal work is, there seems to be a lack of a 
desire in the hearts of the great majority of 
Christians to meet it. Most people (Christians 
or not) will respond to some urgent physical 
need. A man is entombed in a mine. Scores 
of other men, moved by compassion for him in 
his pitiable plight, will work like beavers night 
and day, barely stopping for food or sleep, even 
putting their own lives in jeopardy, to rescue 
him. Yet the poor fellow may not at best have 


a dozen years to live after he gets out. The same 
' man’s immortal soul may be in imminent peril, 


as he goes back and forth to his work, under 
the eaves of many Christian homes; a simple 
word of personal invitation to come.to Christ, 
blessed of the Spirit, would save him to_eternal 
life; but never a word does he get. The mer- 
chant, a church member (maybé af officer) 
sells him. his groceries, another his dry goods, 
another solicits his insurance premiums, and so 
on down the line - all the industrious church 
folks take a little toll from this doomed man - 
but none seem stirred to the point of snatching 
his immortal soul from the devil. Why is it? 
It is not because people have no hearts; it is 
the lack of vision. “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” (Prov.29:18).:And the lack 
of vision on the part of God’s people is often 
caused by the mist of selfishness. We are ab- 
sorbed in our own selfish-ends. It takes time 
and thought and effort to win souls. It takes 
time and thought and effort to sell insurance, 
too; but that is another matter. And we have 
not the desire to do: personal work. We like 
to do what we like to do. 


~What shall we do to get the desire? The an- 
swer to this is simple, too. Ask for it. Of all 
the prayers one could ever make, it would seem — 
that this prayer would most certainly be ac- 
ceptable to God; that one might have the desire 
to win souls to Christ; that, seeing lost men 
passing by him every day, working beside them, 
trading with them, accepting favors of them, 
befriending them in other ways, his heart might 
go out in longing for their salvation; that this 


‘might become suth a burning desire, nothing 


would satisfy until he made an earnest effort 
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in the God-appointed way to win them to Jesus. 
(Again see Luke 11:13). 
like that? It would cause you to make some 
sacrifices, to turn loose some things now tightly 
held, to give up some cherished plan perhaps. 
Do you want it? If we deal with the question 
frankly we may find that we do not even want 
the desire! ‘Then let us ask God to make us 
want the desire - enough to cause us to ask for 
it. We can simply keep going back until we 
reach bottom, and there get a start, if there” is 
a spark of right motive. 


Even after the desire is experienced, it must 
be nourished by food and exercise, or it will 
die out. The food is daily devotional reading 
of God’s Word (which will be dealt with more 
fully in a later lesson) and prayer; the exercise 
is the practice of soul-winning, - and more 
prayer. It is well to remember that no feature 
of this business of soul-winning can be set up, 
once for all, like a picture or a statue, to remain 
there until taken down. It is a living plant, 
requiring constant attention. 


(Next lesson will describe the third “Human 
Essential’ ). 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, May 6, Psalm 145:1 5. Read through 
Psalm 145 with this outline in mind: God’s 
greatness (vv.1-6); God’s goodness (vv.7-10) ; 
God's glory (vv. 11-13); God’s grace (vv.14-21). 
What idea of permanence is given to God’s 
reign in v.13? See how gracious this eternal 
God is: He is close to those that fall (v.14), 
supplies the needs of those who look to Him 
for sustenace (vv.15-16) , answers those who call 
upon Him (vv.18-19), who preserves those who 
love Him (v.20). Do.vv.14-21 substantiate the 
Psalmist’s statement of the goodness of the Lord 
in vv.7-10? Little wonder that the Psalmist 
praises Him (vv.1-6). 
vv.14-21 cause you to give praise to God? 


Monday, May 7, Deut. 6:4-9. The God whom 
the Israelites are called upon to love with their 
whole beings (v.5) is not a vague non-entity, 
but the Lord, their God - the one who brought 
them out of Egypt, appeared to them at Sinai, 
and has watched over them and cared for them 
for over 40 years. What other attitude are the 
Israelites called upon .to° have’ toward Him 
(vv.13-15)? To “fear” (v.13) means to “revere 
with awe.” How should this “fear’’ prevent a 
Santa Claus or grandfather concept of God? We 
witness to our love and reverence of the Lord 
when we keep His commandments (vv.1-3,6-7, 


= 
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Do you want a desire: 


Do any of the truths of — 


17-18; John 14:21). What commandment did 
Jesus leave with His disciples (John 15:12)? 
Do you truly love God for all His blessings and 
for what He has done for you in Christ? Do 
you stand in awe of Him - knowing it is by His 
grace alone that you are saved and that your 
eternal reward depends on your faithfulness to 
Him? Does your keeping of His commandments 
witness to your love and reverence for Him? 


Tuesday, May 8, Proverbs 3: 1-6. Observe in 
v.5a that a person is to trust in the Lord with 
his heart, that is, with his whole being. The 
writer is not saying that we should not use our 
minds when we are faced with decisions (v.5b) , 
but that, while we use our minds, we should 
not lean upon them (v.7a) but upon the Lord 
(vv.5-6). In what practical ways can the prom- 
ise of v.6 be applied in your life? For a Chris- 
tian, failure to lean upon the Lord for strength 
and guidance is sin (v.7). To look to Him and 
honor Him means spiritual life and nourish- 
ment (vv.8-10). Even in times of adversity 


(vv.11-12) all things work together for good for | 


the Christian who loves God. 


Wednesday, May 9, Psalm 136:1-9. Read con- 
secutively the first half of each verse and you 
will find that this Psalm tells the story of what 
God did in the early portions of the Old Testa- 
ment. What particular passages from Genesis 
and Exodus are brought to mind? How would 
the response “His mercy endures forever’’ sup- 
port the fact that God was behind the acts of 
creation (vv.4-9) ? that God delivers His people 
from trouble (vv.10-24).? that God supplies the 
needs of His creatures (v.25)? What is the 
Psalmist’s own response to these facts (vv.1-3, 
26)? Can you give thanks that God is in con- 
trol of the earth, that He supplies the needs 
of His creatures and delivers His own from 
trouble? 


Thursday, May 10, Psalm 100. Even the 
Psalmist was missionary-minded (v.1). What 
knowledge concerning their relations to the Lord 
did the Psalmist desire for the nations (v.3)? 
What words in vv.2&4 describe the attitude the 
Psalmist desired the nations of the earth to 
have toward the Lord? Is this true of most of 
the nations of the earth today? If it were true, 
would many of our national and world problems 
be solved? How should the facts given in v.5 
inspire the attitudes of vv.2&4 toward God? In 
what ways have the truths of v.5 been true for 
you - to cause you to worship and give thanks? 


Friday, May 11, Psalm 118:24. God has de- 
livered the Jews from 70 years of exile from 
their homeland. Read the Psalm with this sug- 
gested outline in mind: Call to Praise (vv.1-4), 
Affirmation of Faith (vv.5-9), God’s deliverance 
(vv.10-13) , Praise because of deliverance (vv.14- 
18) , Personal dedication (vv.19-29). ‘The Lord, 
and no man, delivered the Israelites out of their 
trouble (vv.6,8-9). He is their shield and 
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strength (vv.14,16). Praise and be- 


come a part of their lives (vv.19,24). Others are 
encouraged to worship (vv.1,29). Does the 
Lord mean so much to you that you want to 
praise Him and dedicate your life to Him? Are 
the convictions expressed in vv.5-9 your own per- 
sonal convictions because of your own personal 
experience with God? | 


Saturday, May 12, II Timothy 2:15. Paul 
advises Timothy to charge certain Christians to 
refrain from conversations that would under- 
mine the faith of others (v.14). Verse 18 gives 


an example of the false teaching that was being 
propounded. As the Christian’s personal faith 
is undermined, his moral conduct is also likely 
to suffer (vv.16,19). Paul feels that the source 
of spiritual truth is the Bible (3:15b-16) and 
that it is through a conscientious study of the 
Bible that the Christian arrives at the truth 
(2:15). What should our relationship to those 
who doubt certain tenets of the Christian faith 
be (vv.14-16) ? Honest doubts and questions can 
usually be clarified by a sincere study of the 
Bible. To propagate one’s doubts is omy to 


harm the lives of others. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 13 


Preaching To 


Background | Scripture: Acts 9:32 - 11 218. 


Devotional Reading: Acts 10:34-43 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Gentiles 


The command of Jesus had been very plain; beginning at Jerusalem, they were to go into all the 


world. This had been in the mind and plan of God from the very first. 


The call of Abraham 


included a blessing to the whole world. For a time the revelation of God was confined for the 
most part to the Jewish nation. To them He gave the Law - both moral and ceremonial - and to 
them He committed the “oracles of God.’ They were the Chea People, but chosen for a purpose; 


to preserve the true religion of Jehovah, and 
when the time came, and as opportunities arose, 


to pass this religion on to others. In other words, 


they were to be a missionary nation. They, how- 
ever, failed to do this. — 


‘The disciples were slow in obeying Jesus’ com- 
mand. Then persecution scattered the believers 
and they that were scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching, (or talking) the Word. The 
apostles remained in Jerusalem for a good while. 
Two of the deacons who had been chosen, 
Stephen and Philip, became preachers, and 
Philip, as we have seen, went down to Samaria 
and preached Christ, and was the messenger 
sent to the Ethiopian eunuch. -Peter and John 
were sent to Samaria. The Samaritans, being 
a mixed race, became a connecting link between 
the Jew and the Gentiles. They had been com- 
manded to go into Samaria. 


In our lesson today we have the account of 
Peter’s work as he opened the door to the Gen- 
tiles. Peter does not seem to have continued to 
preach to the Gentiles, but confined his en- 
deavors mostly to the Jews. He was known 
as the apostle to the Jew, while Paul became 
the apostle to the Gentiles. Peter steps out of 
the Book of Acts for the most part after our 
lesson today and Paul and his companions be- 
come the central figures in the spread of the 


gospel. 


MAY 2, 1956 . 


Christians. 


I. Peter at Lydda: 9:32-35. 


Notice the expression, “‘the saints which dwelt 
at Lydda.” The word “saints,” in the plural, is 
often used in the Bible. The word “saint” in 
the singular is used only five times, and only 
once, in connection with a _ particular man, 
‘Aaron the saint of the Lord (Ps. 106716). The 
other times the reference is indefinite: “one 
saint,” “another saint,” “certain saint,” “every | 
saint.” All of God’s people are “saints.” ~— I 
believe that it is very foolish and very harmful 
to single out any one individual and exalt him 
to a position of “saint.” I feel that Paul and 
Peter and John would reject such a term being 
applied to them except as it applied to all 
The only “aristocracy” in God’s 
Kingdom is that based upon humility, service, 
and sacrifice. All of us, if we are true Christians, 
are made “kings and priests unto God,” and 
the selecting of a few names to be designated 
St. is to be deeply deplored. All of us know, 
of course, that in the,original Greek the Gospel 
writers and Paul and Peter are not prefaced 
by “St.” 


At Lydda Peter finds a man sick of the palsy, 
Aeneas by name, and said to him, Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make up 
thy bed. And he arose immediately. This mir- 
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acle caused all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron 
to turn to the Lord. This should have been 
true wherever miracles were performed, but it 
was not always so. 


II. Peter at Joppa: 9:36-43. 


Joppa was near Lydda, and when Dorcas, who 
was known and loved for her good works and 
almsdeeds, died, they laid her in an upper room 
and sent for Peter. He put all the mourners 
outside, and kneeled down and prayed, and 
then, turning to the body, said, Tabitha, arise. 
She opened her eyes and when she saw Peter, 
sat up. He lifted her up and presented her 
alive. This great miracle became known 
throughout all Joppa and many believed in the 
Lord. Again we see a miracle having the desired 
effect. They were meant to be “signs” to the 
people. Peter remained at Joppa many days, 
staying in the home of Simon, a tanner. 


III. Peter and Cornelius: 10:1-48. 


We come now to the main part of our les- 
son; the conversion of Cornelius, a Roman cen- 
turion, and the “Gentile Pentecost” which took 
place in his home at Caesarea. Our study nat- 


urally falls into four parts: The Vision of Cor- © 


nelius; The Vision of Peter; The Meeting in 
his House; and Peter’s Defense. - 


1. The Vision of Cornelius. 


He was a centurion, an officer in the Roman 


army. ‘There were several of these centurions 
who are mentioned, and they seem to be much 
better men than the Roman officials of higher 
rank, such as Herod and Pilate, and later on, 
the ones before whom Paul was tried. There 


was the centurion whose servant was healed by 


Jesus, (see Matt. 8:5-13). Jesus marveled at this 
man’s faith, and said, I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel. A second one was the 


centurion who had command of the band of 


soldiers who crucified Jesus. When he heard 
and saw all that took place, he said, Truly this 
man was the Son of God. Then we have the 
centurion who was kind to Paul, (see Acts 
27:43) : But the centurion, willing to save Paul, 
kept them from their purpose (of slaying the 
prisoners) . 


The centurion named Cornelius, about whom 
we are studying, was a devout man, and one 
that feared God with all his house, which gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
alway. With all of these admirable qualities, 
however, he was still an unsaved man. He 
needed Christ as Savior from sin. A good man 
is saved in the same way that a bad man is 
saved, for “all have sinned,’ and all must be 
saved by grace through faith. He saw in a 
vision an angel of God who said to him, Cor- 
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nelius. He answered, What is it Lord? The 
angel told him to send to:Joppa and fetch one 
Simon, whose surname was Peter: and he shall 
tell thee what thou oughtest to do. God usually 
uses men to carry the gospel to other men. The 
angel could have told him what he must do 
to be saved,, but God honors us and uses us 
to be His messengers. We are the ones who 
are to “go and tell.” Cornelius lost no time in 
calling for some of his servants, and a devout 
soldier, and sent them on their way. 


2. “Fae Vision of Peter. 


Peter had to be prepared for his~mission. He 
had never preached to Gentiles, as far as we 


. know. He was a strict Jew and would have felt 


defiled by contact with people of another na- 
tion. His experience at Samaria had perhaps 
broadened his outlook somewhat, but he needed 
further instruction and enlightenment before 
he was ready for a trip to the home of a Roman 
officer. 


Peter, while waiting for food to be prepared, 
became hungry, and his vision was in keeping 
with a feeling of hunger. He saw heaven 
opened and a vessel descending in which were 


all manner of creeping things, wild beasts, etc. 


A voice said, Arise, Peter, kill and eat. He 
answered, Not so, Lord, for I have never eaten 
any thing that is common or unclean. The 
voice said again, What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common. This vision, repeated 
three times, thoroughly prepared Peter for the 
work before him. He lodged the men for the 
night, and the next day went with them, taking 
certain of the brethren with him. 


3. The Meeting in the Home of Cornelius. 


Cornelius had called together his kinsmen 
and near friends. When Peter came in, he fell 
down at his feet and worshipped him, but the 
apostle hastened to lift him up, and say, Stand 
up: I myself also am a man. How different 
from his so-called ‘‘successors,””’ who allow the 
cardinals to prostrate themselves! Peter explains 
why he is there, and beginning at verse 34 we 


have his sermon in which he declares that he > 


perceives that God is no respecter of persons, 
but in every nation he that feareth Him and 
worketh righteousness is acceptable to him. This 


does not mean that such people are saved, as 


we plainly see from the context. It does mean 
that God will lead such sincere seekers after 
truth into full light, as He led this man, Cor- 
nelius. Peter preaches Christ to those assem- 
bled in the house, saying, through His name 
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. We see that Christ is necessary 
to salvation. Cornelius and the others were do- 
ing the best they knew, but that best was not 
sufficient. We have too many false teachers 
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parable of the Prodigal Son. 


today who try to tell us that “If we do the best 
we know how, then everything will be all + 
Too many are satisfied, or try to be, with ‘ 


ligion.”” Do we, as the messengers of God, over 
allow our hearers to have a false sense of secur- 
ity? Let us never confuse men and women but 
lead them into the full light and to a personal 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Master. | 


While Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit fell 
on all those that heard the word. Peter com- 


manded them to be baptized with water. They 
had already received the baptism of the Spirit. 


_Water is a symbol of this real baptism. 


IV. Peter’s Defense of his Action. 


It was to be expected that the. strict Jews 
would call Peter to account for what he had 
done. They brought what they thought,was a 
serious charge against him, but after he rehearses 
the whole matter, they, for a time at least, seem 
satisfied. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 13. 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Food For T, hought 


Hymn: “O Word Of God Incarnate” 
Prayer 


Scripture Lesson: Psalm 119:9-16 


Hymn: “Lamp Of Our Feet Whereby We 
Trace” 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Grant Us Light That We May 
Know” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Horace Greeley is reported to have said, “It 
is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a 
Bible-reading people.” We need to give special 
emphasis to the word “reading.” It is not enough 
to possess the Bible as an ornament or a good 
luck charm. There is no magic virtue in the 
paper or the ink, the leather binding or the gold 


edging of the Bible. The Bible makes us strong 


and free only when we know what it teaches, 
and we cannot know what is in the Bible until 
we do some reading and studying of our own. 


For our program today we shall study one 
of the most familiar of our Lord’s parables. As 
we hear the words read once again let us give 
close attention to the reading and be prepared 
to join in applying the teachings to our own 
lives. (Ask someone to read Luke 15:11-32. 
Make the assignment well in advance of the 
meeting and urge the person to make careful 
preparation for the reading.) oo 


First SPEAKER: 


This passage is usually referred to as the 
It might better 
be called the parable of the Loving Father, be- 
cause the father is really the most important 
person in the story. The father in the story 
represents our Heavenly Father. The main pur- 
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pose of the parable is to point out the love of 
God for all His rebellious children. It is clear 
that the father in the story loved both of his 
sons, even when they were not very lovable. 
How do we know that God loves us even — 
we are not deserving of His love? 


While the primary purpose of the venie is 
to reveal the love of God, we can also learn 
from it something about ideal family relation- 
ships. What can an earthly father give to his 
children that is more important than his wise 
love? Is it wise for a loving parent to protect 
his children from every difficulty and every 
temptation? Is it wise love when a father forces 


his children to do what he thinks is right? How 


much independence and how much protection 
should a loving father provide? 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Surely the most colorful character in the story 
is the wayward son. In both his departure and 
his return he attracts our attention. Why do 
you think this young man left home in the 
first place? Do you think his idea of living 
conflicted with his father’s idea? Why did the 
son not want to engage in “riotous living” in 
the sight of his father? Would we be em- 
barrassed for our parents to observe and hear 
all the things we do and say? We can conceal 
some things from paren, but nothing can be 
hid from God. 


When this young man’s money and _ fair 
weather friends had left him, he discovered that 
all he had left was the memory of father and 
home, the person and the place he had tried 
so hard to forget. What does the Bible mean 
when it says, “He came to himself”? Does it 
not mean that he began to develop a new sense 
of values? At the first he thought only of his 
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own wants and feelings. Now he begins to be 


concerned about his father’s feelings. He is 
not only sorry for himself, he is sorry for his 
father. Is a person likely to turn to the Lord 
seeking pardon until he realizes that his sins 
have wounded God? 


How can selfishness like that described in 
the parable destroy the happiness of a home? 


THIRD SPEAKER: 


Sometimes the older brother is left altogether 


out of the story, but the parable would be in- 
complete without him. He is especially impor- 
tant to those of us who are in the church. 
Church people are not often guilty of the ob- 
vious sins such as drunkenness and _ rioting 
which we usually think of in hedion with 
the younger brother. The older brother had 
not committed any of these obvious sins, but 
he was a sinner just the same. We found that 
the real fault with the younger son was in his 
attitude toward his father. He really began to 


live when his attitude changed. The older . 


brother had a bad attitude also. He, did not 
show it in such violent ways, but it was there. 
He did his father’s will out of a sense of un- 
pleasant duty and not because he loved him. If 
the younger son was selfish at the beginning, 
what about his older brother? Is there any in- 
dication that he ever changed his attitude? He 
resented the fact that his younger brother had 
been restored to the family, but was he himself 
really a part of the family at heart? The young- 
er son “returned” to his father. Did the older 
son also need to “return’’? 


We need to remember that we are not being 
good church members and good family members 
just because we slavishly obey all the rules. 
God desires the kind of service that grows from 
love. Can there be happy homes unless the fam- 
ily members love each other? Can a church be 
healthy if all its service is done out of a sense 
of hard duty? Are sins of open rebellion worse 
than sins of secret resentfulness? If so, why? 
If not, why not? : 


(Your group might enjoy dramatizing this 
story. You could have people act out the parts 
silently while someone reads the passage, or the 
characters could memorize their lines and recite 
them. If you do have a dramatization, be sure 
to stress the love of the father, the rebellion of 
the younger son, and the resentfulness of the 
older son.) | 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Clothes y 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 af 1956 
To The Church And Clergy 
cox SONS & VINING, inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 
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Rev. and Mrs. Armando Rodriguez 


Armando Rodriguez thought it would be fun 
to go to the corner Presbyterian Mission Church 
on Sunday night and poke fun at the new min- 
ister and, in general create some confusion in 
the young people’s meeting. He started out 
well but soon found himself ejected from the 
church after being given due warning that his 
actions would not be tolerated by the new min- 
ister. But God had placed His hands on Ar- 
mando even though he did not know it at the 
time. The minister visited Armando and in- 
vited him to come back, not to again create a 
disturbance, but to learn of Christ the Savior. 


On January 12, 1936, Armando took his stand 
for Christ and became a worker for the Lord. 


As the years went by and Armando grew in 
“wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 
Man,” this young man offered his life to God 
for full time service. 


His trials before graduating from Columbia 
Theological Seminary were many, but Armando 
never gave up. He knew God would stand by 
him even in the midst of a fierce manne on the 
Western Front. 


Today the Rev. Armando Rodriguez and his 
lovely wife who also found Christ at the Ybor 
City Presbyterian Mission Church are serving 
the Lord in the First — Church of 
Cairo, Ga. 


God works in a mysterious way to perform 
His wonders, and the Reverend Rodriguez is 
a glowing example of God’s Grace operating in 
the lives of men. 


In Gratitude We. Give Again 


Every woman in our Church is invited to a 
Birthday Party this month. No matter how 
old or how young a person may be, all of us 
love a Birthday Party. There are many ways 
to have a Birthday Celebration and many dif- 
ferent kinds of gifts to be given. Beginning in 
May 1922, Southern Presbyterian women have 
brought to their Birthday Party each year an 
offering with grateful hearts saying, “God hath 
wrought great things for us whereof we are 


Looking back over the list of the objectives 
to which our gifts have been given through the 
years, we can see with our mind’s eye the indi- 
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givers. 


viduals who have been touched with these gifts. 
For it is not the Buildings, Classrooms, Homes, 
Bible Institutes, Colleges, and Hospitals that are 
most important but the individual lives which 


have been brought to Christ and prepared for 


work in His Kingdom. 


The amount given in dollars and cents can 
accurately be determined but the spiritual 
values received by those whose lives have been 
touched as a result of these gifts and who in 
turn have passed blessings on to others cannot 


- even be estimated. Nor can we estimate the 


blessings received by those who have been the 
We know the Lord loveth a cheerful 
giver and the gifts have been brought with 


_ joy and followed with our interest and prayers. 


So again comes to us this opportunity of giv- 


ing out of our abundance to our two objectives 


this year. What could be more thrilling than 
to have a part in establishing area schools to 
train those who teach our children in Sunday 
schools. God’s Word teaches us that if we train 


' up a child in the way he should go when he 
_ is old he will not depart therefrom. 


Our church’s life has already been stimulated 


__ by the leadership of those who heard the preach- 
_ ing of the Word in Ybor City. 
_ blessed the work which has been carried on 
_ there by the consecrated leaders and devoted 
workers. 


God has richly 


Surely out of the abundance of the 


; things we enjoy we can give generously to this 


great work. 


So may we this year bring generous and lov- 


; ing gifts, large enough that we can be happy 


_ about the amount we give. Praying about the 
_ individual gift we give that it-may be sacrificial 


i enough to really mean something to us as we 
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_ give it and that it may be an expression of the 
_ love and appreciation we feel for the blessings 
- we have in our own lives. 
_ double the amount we gave last year without 
_ having to make too great a sacrifice. 
glorious returns the Lord gives us in return for 
_ the gifts we give Him. As these offerings are 
_ presented may we pray God’s richest blessing 
upon them. 
_ bless all of us who give and that our Birthday 
_ season this year may be a rich experience for 
us all and bring Honor and Glory to our 
_ Heavenly Father in building up His Kingdom. 


Most of us could 


What 


Let us pray that God will richly 


— (Mrs. A. R.) Mary B. Craig 


Recommend The Journal Te Friends 


WANTED—Dedicated Young Woman to serve 


as Church Secretary and Assistant to Pastor. 
Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End a 
Church, Virginia. 


My Name Is Samuel... 
My Saviour’s Name Is Jesus Christ 


Samuel has learned to read. Thanks to you 
he has a Bible in Malayalam and God speaks 
to him in his own language. 


kKach year ten million péople in far-flung parts 
of the world learn to read. In most cases there 
are few books printed in their own language, 


so they seize upon any book with eagerness— 


whether it be Communistic propaganda or the 
Bible. 

Here are ten million newly-opened minds to 
be reached with the Word of God and won to 
His cause. Because of your gifts and those of 
others who care, millions of these people do 
have the Bible for their first book. With them 
the race against atheistic reading matter is being 
won for Christ .. . but other millions are with- 
out the Bible. Help us place in their hands a 
Bible written in their own language. 


Your gift this year may be another blow to 
those who would suppress His Word. Because 
of you more new readers may learn of God and 
His love for them. 


—American Bible Society 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


News 


Bible Presbyterian Synod Votes 
Withdrawal From ACC and ICC 


The second largest Synod in the history of 
the Bible Presbyterian Church met in St. Louis 
beginning April 5. By an overwhelming major- 
ity it voted to withdraw from the American 
Council of Christian Churches and the Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches. 
withdrawal resolution is as follows: 


“Reaffirming its position on the purity of the 
visible church and its position on separation 
from modernism and inclusivism, the 19th Gen- 
eral Synod of the Bible Presbyterian Church 
finding sufficient cause for dissatisfaction with 
its representation by the American Council of 
Christian Churches hereby terminates the power 
of that agency to represent said denomination 
and directs the stated clerk of this Synod to 
give immediate notification of this action to 
the American Council of Christian Churches.” 


2 
- A similar resolution was adopted with refer- 
ence to the International Council of Christian 
Churches. 


The . 


Dr. R. Laird Harris was elected moderator of 


the Synod.—The Bible Presbyterian Reporter. 
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The General Council 
Atlanta, Georgia | 


A new record budget for a church whose mem- 
bership is at an all-time high was recommended 
by the spring meeting of the General Council. 
A total of $6,931,896 for General Assembly 
benevolence causes is proposed by the Council 
as the 1957 budget for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. This proposal will be presented to the 
General Assembly meeting in Montreat, N. C., 
in early June. | 


The new budget, as proposed, would give 
$3,500,000 to World Missions, or slightly over 
50°7, of the total. 


The Council acted after hearing that the 
membership of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church is now above 807,600—the figure reached 
by January 1, 1956. Dr. James G. Patton, execu- 


tive secretary of the Council, reported that this. 


new membership record is the result of the 
addition in 1955 of 85,502 new members, by 
far the largest in the historv of the Church. 
Of this number 28,310 were received on pro- 
fession of faith. Only in one year, that ending 
March 31, 1951, and including two Easters in 
the Church year, had the Church added a larger 
number on profession of faith, Dr. Patton stated. 


In another action, the Council set a goal of 
1,000,000 members bv 1961, the 100th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Southern Church. 
Declaring that the anniversary should be ob- 
_served in some fashion, and that “to ignore it 
- would be strained and unnatural,” the Council 
also asked that the General Assembly appoint 
a 15 to 20-person committee to plan and promote 
the observation. 


A theme of “Our Heritage and Mission” was 
‘proposed for the Centennial year. Emphasis 
should be on heritage and mission of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., as a member of the Pres- 
byterian family throughout the world,” : the 
Council stated. 


Among other actions, the Council proposed, 
for General Assembly approval, a calendar of 
emphases and special days for 1958, and passed 
on a number of proposals relating to the cal- 
endar and program. Among these was the 
initiation of a group study of possibilities for 
extensive revision of the special seasons order 
in the calendar. 


By another action, the Council set up a com- 
mittee to study the possibility of reactivating 
the Council’s Research Committee which was 
abolished last year. 


Dr. Patton, Dr. Bob S. Hodges, associate sec- 
retary, and Mr. Bluford B. Hestir, director of 
publicaty, were re-elected to their positions by 
the Council, and a recommendation that the 
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General Assembly complete their re-election by 
approving it was made. 


In response to an overture from the Presby- 
tery of Nashville, addressed to the General Coun- 
cil, the body recommended to the General As- 
sembly that it appoint an Ad Interim Commit- 
tee to study the place of Homes for the Aging 
in the Presbyterian Church. It was also. pro- 
posed that this same committee be given di- 
rectives to study Homes for Children and Hos- 
pitals. 


The proposed budget for 1957 is broken down 
as follows: 


Board of World Missions $3,500,000 
Board of Church Extension. 1,518,225 
Board of Christian Education 580,000 
Board of Annuities and Relief 441,817 
The General Fund — 868,259 


Board of Women’s Work $125,000 


The General Council 180,000 
Assembly’s ‘Training School 185,000 
Montreat 118,000 
Stillman College 190,000 | 
Historical Foundation 23,800 
American Bible Society 40,459 
Administrative Expense 6,000 
Interchurch Agencies 23,595 
_ National Council 10,200 
World Council 8,295 - 
Geneva Building 2,100 
Lord’s Dav Alliance 1,000 
Religion in American Life — 2,000 
$6,931,896 


The Presbyterian Vacation Fund 


This Vacation Fund is made-up of voluntary 
contributions from Presbyterians and _Presby- 
terian Church organizations. The Fund is used 
to provide periods of physical rest and spiritual 
rejuvenation to ministers on small salaries at 
one of the three great conference grounds of 
our Church, namely, Montreat, North Carolina, 
Massanetta Springs, Virginia, and Mo-Ranch, 
Texas. 


As the summer approaches again, we desire to 
call attention of generous Presbyterians to this 
Vacation Fund, and its importance in the life 
of many of our hard pressed ministers and 
church workers. By means of the assistance af- 
forded from this Vacation Fund scores are able 
to have a vacation who otherwise would not 
have such a privilege. Many of those thus as- 
sisted have written as follows: ‘Without the 
help of the Vacation Fund J would not have 
been able to have attended the conference. It 
has helped me both physically and spiritually 
to get back to my duties as pastor with a thank- 
ful heart and renewed zeal.” We are now screen- 
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ing the recommendations from Presbyteries to 
determine how many can be sent this summer. 
The answer to this question will in part depend 
upon the total amount of contributions received 
for this purpose. 


Any who desire to have a share in this noble 


work will please send a contribution to Mrs. 
Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, Box 358, Montreat, 


North Carolina, so that we shall know how 


many we shall be able to send this summer 
through this worthwhile enterprise. 


Change of Address 


Rev. J. W. Hickman, from Demopolis, Ala- 
bama, to First Presbyterian Church, Livingston, 
Alabama. 


MclIlwain Memorial Church, 
Pensacola, Florida 


The dedication of the new educational build- 
ing of McIlwain Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Pensacola, Florida, Rev. Donald C. Graham, 
minister, took place on April 8. Built and fur- 
nished at a cost of $100,000, including the re- 
fronting of the old educational building, the 
new structure provides office and study space, 
a large conference room, a beautifully furnished 
parlor, and assembly and classroom space for the 
Junior, Intermediate and Adult departments. 


In order to erect this building on property 


adjoining the church, the former manse had 


to be razed first and a new manse built which 
is valued at over $30,000. Half of this total 
investment has been given and the rest will be 
covered probably during the next two years. 
After this the enlargement of the sanctuary, al- 
ready crowded to capacity, is anticipated. 


McIlwain Meniorial is a community church 
but also enjoys a ministry to scores of Navy 
personnel. Two of these young men received 
Christ as their Saviour and have come under 
the care of presbytery for the Gospel ministry. 
Fellowship dinners and _ recreational activities 
help to integrate this Navy group with the West- 
minster Fellowship young people. Altogether, 
more than eighty young people are in regular 
Sunday evening attendance at the four youth 


groups. 


The church’s emphasis on Presbyterian doc- 
trinal instruction includes a Week-day Bible 
School on Monday afternoons throughout the 
school year. Particularly in the young adult 
groups, study courses have included distinctive- 
ly Presbyterian creedal subjects such as Predes- 


ination’ and many have become. enthusiastic 


Calvinists. 
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The church recently revised its missionary 
program and. assumed the partial support of 
ten Southern Presbyterian missionaries. On one 
recent Sunday the congregation provided over 
$5400 for this World Mission need. This in- 
crease in giving is in keeping with the general 
financial growth of the church which has in- 
creased six hundred per cent in six years. 

— Sunday evening services are largely attended 
throughout the year but a unique summer fea- 
ture introduced five years ago has become a 
part of the permanent program of the church. 
For five months Sunday evening Waterside Ves- 
pers are held at a small stadium at a nearby 
park, right at the water’s edge. A complete 
worship service is included with hymns sung 
trom words thrown on the screen, a brief ser- 
mon, and a thirty minute Christian sound film. 
Hundreds attend every Sunday evening includ- 
ing manv non-church people of the community. 


One interesting incident concerns a woman 
who attended these Vespers and, still unknown 
to the minister and congregation, placed this 
church which she had never entered in her will 
for bequest. More important, before her death 


_ she accepted Christ as her Saviour and was re- 


ceived into the membership of the church with 


qadiant confession of her faith. 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery 


met for its Spring meeting in the First Church 
of Albany on April 10th. At the request of 
the retiring Moderator, Elder D. L. Wall of 
Cuthbert, the opening sermon was preached by 
William A. Jordan, a senior in Columbia Sem- 
inarv, who is serving the Cuthbert Church, and 
will become its pastor upon graduation. 


The Lord’s Supper was observed with Rev. 
L. B. Colquitt and Rev. Phil Dunford, both 
of Albany, officiating. v. E. Rowland of 
Climax. was elected Moderator. 


The pastoral relations €xisting between Rev. 
John R. Howard and the Tifton Church were 
dissolved as of April 15th. | 


The Commission on the Minister and His 
Work announced that four members of this_ 
vear’s graduating class in Columbia Seminary 
had accepted work in the Presbytery and would 
be received at the Summer meeting. They are 
William A. Jordan for Cuthbert and Dickey 
Churches, Robert J. James for Cordele Church, 
Kenneth Boyer for Fort Gaines and Cuba 
Churches,: and Saunders Garwood for Elmodel 
and Pelham Churches. 


Rev. Armando Rodriguez was received from 
Savannah Presbytery and a Commission was ap- 
pointed to install him as pastor of the Cairo 
Church; Rev. F. M. Kincaid was received from 


East Alabama Presbytery and a Commission 
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appointed to install him as pastor of Holt 
Church, Columbus; Rev. J. W. McQueen was 
received from Birmingham Presbytery and a 
Commission appointed to install him as pastor 
of the First Church of Albany. Three ministers 
have moved within the bounds of the Presbytery 
and Commissions were appointed to install them 
as follows: 


Rev. John R. Smith moves from West End 
Church, Valdosta, to Adel Church; Rev. T. B. 
McPheeters from Donalsonville Church to Daw- 


son Church; Rev. C. L. McDonald from Daw-. 


son Church to, Donalsonville Church. 


Rev. Phil Dunford of Albany will direct the 
Senior Conference and Rev. T. C. Bailey of 
Camilla will direct the Pioneer Camp. Both 
Camp and Conference will be held at Georgia 
Southwestern College in Americus during the 
month of June. 


Four Institutes for training Vacation Bible 
School workers will be held in May, one at the 
First Church, Quitman, one at the First Church, 
Bainbridge, one at Westminster Church, Albany, 
and one at the First Church, Columbus. 


Rev. John R. Smith of Adel was named as 


the Moderator-in-Nomination for the Fall meet- 
ing. An adjourned meeting will be held in 
Moultrie on July 10th. 


Columbus, Georgia 


A Leadership Training School for the Colum- 
bus churches was held 
March 14th to 20th. Miss Neva Delgado, D.C.E. 
for the First Church was Dean of the school. 
Dr. D. B. Walthall of Atlanta taught “Leader- 
ship Education in the Local Church.” Mrs. 
E. A. Schettler of Knoxville, Tenn., taught “The 
Church’s Program for Youth.” Mrs. W. B. 
Clemmons of Columbus taught “Teaching 
Primary and Junior Children.” Mrs. J. S. Kirk- 
patrick of Decatur, Ga., taught ‘Teaching 
Nursery and Kindergarten Children.” 


On March 29th the lot in Carver Heights 
was dedicated and ground broken for the erec- 
tion of a $36,000 educational building for 
Negroes. This work is being sponsored by the 


First Church of Columbus, and aided by the 


Negro Work Division. Rev. L. W. Bottoms of 
ithe Negro Work Division made the address at 
this special service. The work will be directed 
by the Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Clemmons until 
it is fully organized. 


The First Church of Columbus has signed a 
contract to have its morning service televised 
each Sunday for five years. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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in Sherwood Church. 


Davidson, North Carolina 


Congressional Medal of Honor winner Sgt. 
Jerry K. Crump has joined the staff of the 
Davidson College ROTC department as rifle 
team coach and small arms: specialist. 


A native of Lincolnton, Sgt..Crump earned 
the Congressional Medal in Korea during Sep- 
tember of 1951. He also holds the Purple Heart 
with cluster, the United Nations ribbon and 
the Korean service ribbon. 


Davidson College senior Jim Beaumont Mar- 
shall of Clarksville, Tenn., has been awarded 
a Southern Regional Fellowship in Public Ad- 
ministration. 


The Universities of Alabama, Kentucky and 
Tennessee and the governments of those regions 
have combined resources in the program for 
training and teaching. 


The award is valued at $1,950, and is designed 
to encourage the training of executive leaders 
and skilled administrators for the public service. 


Three prominent leaders in management and 
business spoke to the Davidson College Business- 
Economics Association at a banquet here May 1. 


Mr. T. Coleman Andrews, Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive of the American 
Fidelity and Casualty Co., Richmond, Va., Dr. 
Willard J. Graham of the University of North 
Carolina and Dr. W. A. Paton of the University 
of Michigan were present. 


In addition to the 75 members of the David- 


son Club, other students interested in business 


and business-relations attended, as did promi- 
nent business men from the area. One hundred 
fifty guests were present. The banquet was 


‘given in the ballroom of the David Ovens Col- 


lege Union on the Davidson campus. 


In its liberal arts program Davidson offers 
majors in business and in economics, as well 
as industrial psychology. It is from these stu- 


dents that the Business-Economics Association 


draws its membership. 


Maxton, North Carolina 


At the annual meeting of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of Presbyterian Junior College, held in 
the McNair Cafeteria on the college campus 


following a five o’clock supper, new officers 


were elected for the coming year as follows: The 
Rev. Samuel N. Thomas, Acme, president; Mr. 
Mills Kirkpatrick, Maxton, vice president; Mrs. 
Betty Jean Wood, Maxton, secretary-treasurer. 
Alumni trustees nominated to the Board were: 
The Rev. Samuel N. Thomas, Acme; Mr. Mur- 
phy McGirt, Maxton; Mr. Glenwood Smith, 
Norfolk, Va. Action was ma by the Presby- 
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terian Junior College Alumni Association au- 
 thorizing the president to make an approach to 
_ the alumni associations of Peace College and 
_ Flora Macdonald College looking to cooperative’ 
_ arrangements in view of the coming consolida- 
_ tion of the three colleges. A nominating com- 


_ mittee was appointed to select two nominees | 


_ in advance for each office and mail out to all 
_ alumni before Homecoming Day next year, so 
as to permit each alumnus to vote. 


Clinton, South Carolina 


A new scholarship fund has been established 


Presbyterian College, President Marshall W. 


Brown announced recently. 


It is_the Mildred Johnston Hay Scholarship 
_ Fund, givetnby Mrs. Willis P. Johnston of Ashe- 
ville, N. C., and named for her daughter, Mrs. 
_ Fred Jay Hay of Dillon. 


_ Mrs. Johnston presented Presbyterian College 
_ with a check for $3,000 and plans to add to this 
amount in the future. 


Dr. Brown, in announcing the Mildred Johns- 
ton Hay Scholarship, said that first preference 
_ will be given to aiding ministerial students. 


| 


An installation service for the newly-elected 
_ Student Body officers for 1956-57 school year 
at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia was 
held Friday in Watts Chapel on the campus. 
_ The eleven new officers were elected March 
— 28-29, 1956, at a Student Body meeting with 
_ the formal installation being held Friday. The 
new officers are: James G. Carpenter, of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, President; David F. Bridg- 
- man of Houma, Louisiana, Secretary; Warren 


L. Moody, Jr., of Richmond, Virginia, Treas- , 
—urer; E. O’dell Smith of- Bristol, Tennessee, 


Spiritual Life Chairman; Warren C. Brannon 
of Raleigh, North Carolina, Fellowship Chair- 

man; Hardin W. (Corky) King of Burlington, 
North Carolina, Athletics Chairman; John D. 
_ Garrison of Burlington, N. C., Stewardship 
Chairman; Verlin A. (Vic) Krabill of Pocomoke 
City, .Maryland, Society Missionary Inquiry 
Chairman; Eugene D. Witherspoon of Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina, Home Missions Chairman; 
William W. Bloom of Bradenton, Florida, Wit- 
ness Chairman, and Ernest T. Thompson, Jr., 
of Richmond, Virginia, Publications Chairman. 


and enrichment of young adults. 


Argve M. 


“THe Hem oF His GARMENT.” 


Wm. B. Eerdmans. $2.00. 


Many a young girl becomes a victim of bad 
circumstances caused by materialistic parents. 
If she has not found her identity or a root 
sense of belonging and is thrown back on her 
unsaved personality, she is doomed to frustra- 
tion and despondency. Such is the pattern for 
the heroine during the first part of her life. 


Briggs. 


Sharon suffered in circumstances brought on 
by the uncertain riches of oil strikes and by 
her shiftless, charming rake of a father. Since 
no one loved her, not even her own mother, 
she had her own living to make. 


After a long struggle of defeats experienced 
by “Strange Sharon,” the Lord Jesus claimed 
and delivered her. She touched the hem of 
Christ’s garment and was healed like the woman 
of the New Testament. 


Here is a Christian novel for the enjoyment 
E.CS. 


‘‘A MAN UNDER AuTHorITY.” Raymond Henry 
Belton. Moody Press. $2.75. | 


“The world is yet to see what God can do 
with a life wholly yielded to Him.” 


What would happen to your family, your 


Church or community if you knew you only 


had one month to live? Suppose you believed 
and acted on the possibility of Christ’s immi- 
nent return? Would your witness be more ef- 
fective? | 


“The Man Under Authority” gives a stirring 
picture of a British church transformed from 
a worldly, indifferent organization into a first 
century congregation. | 3 


The reading of this novel could start a soul- 
saving revival in your Church. Like the pastor 
and his fiancee, some would forget their . pride 
and love the praise of God rather than the 
praise of men, if too they were willing to pay 
the supreme sacrifice—the surrender of their 
dearest possession. 


This book would do any Christian good, and 
could be the means of salvation to others. 
—E.CS. 


AN APPEAL TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


Let each one try to get one or more new subscribers to The 
Journal. See Page 28 for Special Award Offer. . 
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